CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324. 
DONATION LINK FOR ST MARY’S CHORLEY PARISH FUNDS: https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-mary-chorley
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY Thank you to everyone who supported the Remembrance Service. Lest we forget.
WINCKLEY SQUARE CONVENT SCHOOL REUNION
The annual reunion will take place on Saturday February 18th 2023 from 1pm - 4pm at Our Lady and St Edward’s Parish Centre, Marlborough Drive. Fulwood. PR2 9UE. All past pupils (and Staff) are welcome to attend and bring along memorabilia and photographs to share. If anyone is struggling to get there and needs a lift please contact Diane 07546173802 or let us know on the Facebook group page:

 Winckley Square Convent School.               Message from:  Jo Harwood

SVP MONTHLY COLLECTION will be held after Mass on 28th – 29th January. 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 18th – 25th January Resources for the week of prayer for Christian Unity can be downloaded at: https://ctbi.org.uk/resources-for-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022/
KNITTED HEARTS Could we ask for knitted hearts again, please? Blackpool Victoria Hospital are desperate for them. 

CONFIRMATIONS: Young people in Yr 8 can now register for Sacramental preparation at www.liverpoolcalled.co.uk The registration opens on 16th January and closes on 17th March. Catechesis will be ongoing during RE lessons and Holy Cross Catholic High School will also offer preparation lessons. Any person who is outside the Catholic Education High Schools and is baptized Roman Catholic and would like to be confirmed, please enroll at the same as listed above. 

BAPTISMS: First Sunday of the month at 10.45, (following the 10.00 am Mass.  Please attend Mass and speak to Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after Mass. Thank you.

CATHOLIC PICTORIAL The latest edition is available to download here: tinyurl.com/bdhud3d9
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden

Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org
Parish Office: Tues - Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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Hearing that John had been arrested, Jesus went back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be fulfilled: ‘Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, Galilee of the nations! The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light; on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death a light has dawned.’

From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’

  As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with their net, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.’ And they left their nets at once and followed him. Going on from there he saw another pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they were in their boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. At once, leaving the boat and their father, they followed him.

  He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the people.                  Matthew 4:12-23

Sat 21st      


11.00                   Holocaust Memorial Day Service in Astley Park
16.15 -16.45
Confessions

17.00              
Mass – Frances Downey (LD) / Parishioners

Sun 22nd 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.127) -  
10.00              
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP

11.30              
Mass – St Joseph’s Anderton

Mon 23rd        

09.00                
Mass – Ronald Owen (LD)
Tues 24th          
St Francis de Sales 
12.00                  
Funeral Mass – Sheila Makinson
Wed 25th
Feast of the Conversion of St Paul 
09.00
Mass – Margaret McInerin (A)  
Thurs 26th
Ss Timothy and Titus
12.00                
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion             

Fri 27th          
St Angela Merici
12.00                 
Mass – Clarke and Tingy families (Thanksgiving)
Sat 28th     
St Thomas Aquinas
16.15 -16.45
Confessions

17.00              
Mass – H.E. Cardinal George Pell RIP / Parishioners
Sun 29th 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.130)  
10.00              
Mass – Dilip and Nina (Thanksgiving)
11.30              
Mass – St Joseph’s Anderton

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Archbishop Patrick Kelly,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Derek Birchall, John and Margaret Brown, Dorothy Burgoyne, John Campbell,  Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis,  Rosemary Hough, Jacob Hughes, Mary Langton, Fr Laurence Mayne, Fr Barry McAllister, Debbie MacFarlane, Fr Michael O’Dowd, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Denis Smith, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey,  Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
RECENTLY DECEASED:  Sheila Makinson (81) who died at Chorley Hospital on 29th December, previously at Marley Court. Requiem Mass on Tuesday 24th January at 12.00 noon followed by Committal at Charnock Richard Crematorium. Christine Bicknell (72) who died suddenly at home on 9th January. Requiem Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton on Wed. 25th January at 11.00 followed by burial in the Churchyard. James Desmond Gorman (82) who died in The Beeches Coppull, on 5th January. Requiem Mass on Tuesday 31st January at 10.30 am at St Mary’s Euxton. H.E. Cardinal George Pell (81) who died suddenly in Rome following surgery, on 10th January. Requiem Mass on Thursday 2nd February, St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, Australia. (livestream on
 You Tube from the Cathedral. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Margaret McInerin, Antonina Lynch, Ian Hodgson, Peter Whittle.
READERS: Sat 21st 17.00 Andrew Jenner Sun 22nd 10.00 Simon Eccles. Sat 28th 17.00 Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun 29th 10.00 Dr Jane Eccles.
COULD YOU BE A DEACON?  Archbishop Malcolm will be hosting another Diaconate Information Evening on Wednesday 8th February, 7.30-9.00pm in the Parish Centre at St George’s, Station Road, Maghull, L31 3DF, with refreshments available from 7.00pm.   
QUOTES ON VOCATION: Come follow me, I will make you fishers of men. 

“No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself. A vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the good soil of faithful people. Did not Jesus say: “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:35)?

“The vocation is truly a treasure that God places in the hearts of some men, chosen by Him and called to follow Him in this special state of life. This treasure, that must be discovered and brought to light, is not made to ‘enrich’ someone alone. He who is called to the ministry is not the ‘master’ of his vocation, but rather the administrator of a gift that God has entrusted to him for the good of all the people, or rather for all humanity, even those who have drifted away from religious practice or do not profess faith in Christ.”
God looks on the heart (cf. 1 Sam 16:7), and in Saint Joseph he recognized the heart of a father, able to give and generate life in the midst of daily routines. Vocations have this same goal: to beget and renew lives every day. The Lord desires to shape the hearts of fathers and mothers: hearts that are open, capable of great initiatives, generous in self-giving, compassionate in comforting anxieties and steadfast in strengthening hopes. The priesthood and the consecrated life greatly need these qualities nowadays, in times marked by fragility but also by the sufferings due to the pandemic, which has spawned uncertainties and fears about the future and the very meaning of life. Saint Joseph comes to meet us in his gentle way, as one of “the saints next door”. At the same time, his strong witness can guide us on the journey.

The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of God in our freedom; it is not a “cage” or a burden to be borne.  On the contrary, it is the loving initiative whereby God encounters us and invites us to be part of a great undertaking.  He opens before our eyes the horizon of a greater sea and an abundant catch.

“When seeking to discern our own vocation, there are certain questions we ought to ask. We should not start with wondering where we could make more money, or achieve greater recognition and social status. Nor even by asking what kind of work would be most pleasing to us. If we are not to go astray, we need a different starting point. We need to ask: Do I know myself, quite apart from my illusions and emotions? Do I know what brings joy or sorrow to my heart? What are my strengths and weaknesses? These questions immediately give rise to others: How can I serve people better and prove most helpful to our world and to the Church? What is my real place in this world? What can I offer to society? Even more realistic questions then follow: Do I have the abilities needed to offer this kind of service? Could I develop those abilities?” 

“I want you to know that, when the Lord thinks of each of you and what he wants to give you, he sees you as his close friend. And if he plans to grant you a grace, a charism that will help you live to the full and become someone who benefits others, someone who leaves a mark in life, it will surely be a gift that will bring you more joy and excitement than anything else in this world. Not because that gift will be rare or extraordinary, but because it will perfectly fit you. It will be a perfect fit for your entire life.”
God calls us to encounter him through faithfulness to concrete things – God is always encountered in concrete things: daily prayer, Holy Mass, Confession, real charity, the daily word of God, closeness, especially to those most in need spiritually or physically.  Concrete things, such as obedience to one’s superior and to the rule in the consecrated life. (all from Pope Francis)
“Our business is to love what we have. He wills our vocation as it is. Let us love that and not trifle away our time hankering after other people’s vocations.”
(St Francis de Sales) 
