 CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324. 
DONATION LINK FOR ST MARY’S CHORLEY PARISH FUNDS: https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-mary-chorley
BAPTISMS: First Sunday of the month at 10.45, (following the 10.00 am Mass) 
QUOTES ON BAPTISM BY THE CATHOLIC SAINTS
 “Baptize first the children; and if they can speak for themselves, let them do so. Otherwise, let their parents or other relatives speak for them.” St. Hippolytus of Rome (“The Apostolic Tradition,” 215 A.D.) 
The Lord was baptized, not to be cleansed Himself, but to cleanse the waters, so that those waters, cleansed by the flesh of Christ which knew no sin, might have the power of Baptism.  -St. Ambrose of Milan
For whenever unbaptized persons die confessing Christ, this confession is of the same efficacy for the remission of sins as if they were washed in the sacred font of baptism. - St. Augustine, 
By Baptism we are made flesh of the Crucified - Pope St. Leo the Great
If, therefore, there is any grace in the water, it is not from the nature of water but from the Spirit's presence there. - St. Basil the Great, Doctor of the Church, c. 375 A.D
Every baptized person should consider that it is in the womb of the Church where he is transformed from a child of Adam to a child of God. - St. Vincent Ferrer
The soul is regenerated in the sacred waters of baptism and thus becomes God's child. - St. Maximilian Kolbe
No one can begin a new life, unless he repent of the old. - St. Augustine, Doctor/Church
Just as a man cannot live in the flesh unless he is born in the flesh, even so a man cannot have the spiritual life of grace unless he is born again spiritually. This regeneration is effected by Baptism: "Unless a man is born again of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (Jn 3:5)  - St. Thomas Aquinas 

Baptism is not the work of man but of Christ, and this sacrament is so holy that it would not be defiled, even if the minister were a murderer. - St. Isidore, Doctor of the Church

:Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden

Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org
Parish Office: Tues - Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
8th JANUARY 2023
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Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism from you’ he said ‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting that we should, in this way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in to him.

  As soon as Jesus was baptised, he came up from the water, and suddenly the heavens opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on him. And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him.’          Matthew 3:13-17
Sat 7th      
 

16.15 -16.45
Confessions

17.00              
Mass – David Gough (A) / Parishioners
Sun 8th   
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  (p.118)


10.00              
Mass – Bettie McQuillan (A)

10.45               
Baptism – Daisy Ann O’Neill
11.30              
Mass – St Joseph’s Anderton
Mon 9th           
St Adrian of Canterbury
09.00                
Mass – Archbishop Patrick Kelly (sick)
Tues 10th            
 
12.00                  
Mass – Anna Doherty (birthday remembrance)
Wed 11th 
 
09.00
Mass – Joan and Frank Scott RIP
Thurs 12th 
St Aelred of Rievaulx
12.00                
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion                 

Fri 13th             
St Hilary of Poitiers  
12.00                 
Mass – The Late Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
Sat 14th      
St Kentigern – Secondary Patron of Liverpool Archdiocese
16.15 -16.45
Confessions

17.00              
Mass – Barbara, Marie and Leonard Green RIP / Parishioners
Sun 15th   
SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (p.125) -  Peace Sunday
10.00              
Mass – Christine Corcoran (A)
11.30              
Mass – St Joseph’s Anderton

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Archbishop Patrick Kelly,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Derek Birchall, John and Margaret Brown, Dorothy Burgoyne, John Campbell,  Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis,  Desmond Gorman, Rosemary Hough, Jacob Hughes, Mary Langton, Fr Laurence Mayne, Fr Barry McAllister, Debbie MacFarlane, Fr Michael O’Dowd, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Denis Smith, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey,  Mike WHITE, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
RECENTLY DECEASED: Mary Philomena Strange (89). Requiem Mass on Tuesday 10th January at 10.00 am at St Joseph’s Anderton, followed by burial in church yard. James Simons (61) who died at home on 26th December. Funeral Service will be on Tuesday 17th January followed by burial in Chorley Cemetery. Sheila Makinson (81) who died at Chorley Hospital on 29th December, previously at Marley Court. Requiem Mass on Tuesday 24th January at 12.00 noon followed by Committal at Charnock Richard Crematorium.  Margaret Lynda Matulewicz (72) who died on 28th December at Royal Preston Hospital. Requiem Mass on Thursday 19th January at 13.15 followed by burial at Chorley Cemetery. Celebrant – Fr Peter Crowther.
ANNIVERSARIES: Edward McDaid, Betty McQuillan, Elizabeth Shaw, Anne Mawdesley, John Berry. 
READERS: Sat 7th Jan. 17.00 Eileen McCarrick. Sun 8th Jan 10.00 Tracy O’Neill.
Sat 14th 17.00 Andrew Jenner. Sun 15th 10.00 Dominic Simpson. Sat 21st 17.00 Eleanor Jenner. Sun 22nd 10.00 Simon Eccles.
GIFT AID ENVELOPES Please note that as from 1st January 2023, the Charity status of our Archdiocese will be known as follows: Archdiocese of Liverpool and new charity number 1199714. Please amend your envelopes for January, February and March, up to 5th April. Thank you.
Reflection on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Today’s feast makes us think about the importance of the beautiful Sacrament of Baptism. Jesus, of course, did not need to be baptised; He went down into the waters to make holy the waters of baptism. To baptise means to immerse in water. The one baptised is immersed into the death of Christ in order to rise with Him a new creation. As the Catechism says, baptism is the gateway to life in the Spirit. It cleanses us of Original Sin, makes us disciples of Christ, members of His Church and fills us with the eternal life of the Trinity. It makes us holy. It’s an amazing gift, a living gift that needs constant nurture. God wants everyone to be saved and Baptism is necessary for salvation. It is the Sacrament of Faith. And that’s today’s issue: faith, how to rouse it, strengthen it, hand it on, spread it.
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you’. In Mass today, let us pray for all to be baptised this year. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to descend upon many with the gift of faith. Let us pray for ourselves, that during this Year of Prayer to the Holy Spirit, we will be filled with the joy of the Gospel.
Prayer for Benedict XVI
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O God, faithful rewarder of souls, grant that your departed servant Pope Benedict, whom you made successor of Peter
and shepherd of your Church, may happily enjoy for ever in your presence in heaven the mysteries of your grace and compassion, which he faithfully ministered on earth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Eternal rest, grant unto him O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen. May his soul and the souls of all  the faithful departed, through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.

Benedict, faithful friend of the Bridegroom, may your joy be complete as you hear his voice, now and forever!”           Pope Francis; 5th January 2023  

‘Lord, I love you.’        
LIVERPOOL METROPOLITAN CATHEDRAL His Grace Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP will offer the Holy Mass for the repose of the soul of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Tuesday 10th January at 19.00. Everyone welcome. 
On behalf of ST MARY’S PARISH, Holy Mass will be offered for the late Pope Benedict XVI on Friday 13th January at 12.00. Please come if you can.
ARCHBISHOP PATRICK KELLY: As you may know, Archbishop Kelly had a very nasty fall before Christmas. He spent Christmas and New Year in hospital and was not able to move out of bed. He has suffered complicated injuries and will remain in hospital for a while. Holy Mass will be offered for his intention on Monday 9th January at 09.00. Please offer a decade of the Rosary for him. His injuries are serious. We will be sending a get-well card from the parish to him. Thank you.
WELL DONE to the Junior school children who came to Mass for the Holy Day of Obligation on the Epiphany. They were keen to answer questions very well and sang beautifully. Thank you to the parents for bring your children to church. You will be very welcome at Sunday Mass also.

COULD YOU BE A DEACON?  Archbishop Malcolm will be hosting another Diaconate Information Evening on Wednesday 8th February, 7.30-9.00pm in the Parish Centre at St George’s, Station Road, Maghull, L31 3DF, with refreshments available from 7.00pm.   The evening is open to anyone who would like to find out more about the diaconate, especially men who are wondering if they may be called to this ministry. Wives and supporting priests and deacons are also very welcome. For more information , email Fr Chris Fallon, c.fallon@rcaol.org.uk or Deacon Paul Rooney, p.rooney@rcaol.org.uk.
