CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324.
THE TE DEUM
(traditionally recited at the end of the Old Year)

We praise you, O God: we acclaim you as the Lord.

Everlasting Father, all the world bows down before you.

All the angels sing your praise, the hosts of heaven and all the angelic powers,

all the cherubim and seraphim call out to you in unending song:

Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God of angel hosts!
The heavens and the earth are filled with your majesty and glory.

The glorious band of apostles, the noble company of prophets,

the white-robed army who shed their blood for Christ, all sing your praise.

And to the ends of the earth your holy Church proclaims her faith in you:

Father, whose majesty is boundless, your true and only Son, who is to be adored,

the Holy Spirit sent to be our Advocate.

You, Christ, are the king of glory, Son of the eternal Father.

When you took our nature to save mankind 

you did not shrink from birth in the Virgin’s womb.

You overcame the power of death 

opening the Father’s kingdom to all who believe in you.

Enthroned at God’s right hand in the glory of the Father,

you will come in judgement according to your promise.

You redeemed your people by your precious blood. Come, we implore you, to our aid.

Grant us with the saints a place in eternal glory.

Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.

Rule them and uphold them for ever and ever.

Day by day we praise you: we acclaim you now and to all eternity.

In your goodness, Lord, keep us free from sin. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

May your mercy always be with us, Lord, for we have hoped in you.

In you, Lord, we put our trust: we shall not be put to shame.

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Tues – Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–18.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
2nd JANUARY 2022 

A BLESSED NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!
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In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its being but through him. All that came to be had life in him and that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not overpower. 
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. 
The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and he was coming into the world. He was in the world that had its being through him, and the world did not know him. He came to his own domain and his own people did not accept him. But to all who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to all who believe in the name of him who was born not out of human stock or urge of the flesh or will of man but of God himself. The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw  his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John appears as his witness. He proclaims: ‘This is the one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks before me because he existed before me.’ Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received – yes, grace in return for grace, since, though the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  [John 1:1-18]
Sat 1st Jan    

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
12.00


Mass – Clergy, Parishioners, Parish and School /Sick and housebound  

16.15–45

Confessions (at porch of presbytery)
17.00              

Mass – Daphne Smith (Sp Int) 
Sun 2nd

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
10.00       

Mass – Jean Knowles (LD) / Michael Hanley RIP

11.30         

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 3rd 

Most Holy Name of Jesus

12.00                

Mass – David Gough (A)
Tues 4th
 

12.00                     

Mass – Brian Rowe RIP (Birthday Rembrance)
Wed 5th

09.00               

Mass –– Deceased Members of the McCrory family
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Thurs 6th

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
12.00              

Mass – Lilian and Gerald Akers RIP        
Fri 7th

St Raymond of Penyafort
12.00
Mass – Edward McDaid (A)
Sat 8th   

14.00              
Syro-Malankara Mass
16.15–45
Confessions (at porch of presbytery
17.00              
Mass – Jean Ostick RIP (birthday remembrance) 
Sun 9th

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD  (St Adrian of Canterbury) 
10.00       

Mass – Betty McQuillan (A)
11.15                
Baptism – Lucas Godfrey
11.30         
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Tues, Thurs and Fri. 12.30 - 13.00
Note that Mass on Wednesday is at 09.00 not 12.00
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, John Brown, John and Margaret Brown, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis, Yvonne Finlayson,  Desmond Gorman, Julie Gruszka, Jacob Hughes, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin Mullhall, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Caroline Rigby, Sr Magdalene Roskell, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm,  Alan Willetts, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
RECENTLY DECEASED:  Stephen Bashforth (68) who died at home on 19th December fortified by the Holy Sacraments. Requiem Mass will be on Monday 10th January at 12.00 noon followed by cremation at Charnock Richard. Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: David Gough, Edward McDaid, Betty McQuillan, 
READERS:  Sat: 1st Jan. 17.00 Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun: 2nd 10.00 Margaret Arrowsmith. Sat: 8th 17.00 Gillian Sharples. Sun: 9th 10.00 Simon Eccles. Sat: 15th 17.00 Eileen McCarrick. Sun: 16th 10.00 Tracy O’Neill.
PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFLICTED: Merciful God, come to the help of your people. Be our shelter in this time of peril and strengthen the bonds of our community. Bring healing to all who suffer the ravages of disease and assist those whose skill and art can put an end to this affliction. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, our refuge and our shield, even when we walk in the shadow of death you are there at our side. Be with your people in this time of danger: bring strength to the afflicted and protection to those untouched by disease. Give us love and courage, that we may trust in your power to save and reach out to all who need our care. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR HEALTH CARE STAFF:   Wondrous God, author of life, you fashioned us in your likeness and breathed into us the life which is your own. Be with those whose special care is the health of mind and body. Fill their hearts with awe for the life which is your gift and sustain them daily in your service, that their hands may bring to others the comfort of your healing touch. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY UPDATE:  As you may be aware, cases of COVID/Omicron have rocketed sky high in Chorley.In the seven days up to Dec 25th a total of 1685 COVID cases were recorded in Chorley, giving a rate of 1404 per 100,000. This is an increase of 114% on the previous seven days, and almost double the previous maximum.  

Masks must legally be worn (unless exempt – medical certificate must be shown) inside church, hands gelled, please keep to 2 metres social distancing. We want to keep everyone safe in the church. Please take care and do not mingle with other people unless they have had a negative Lateral Flow Test. If you have a runny nose, sore throat, headaches, or are generally unwell, it would be wise to take a COVID Test.  Do not come to church if you have a cold or are unwell. Thank you.  The Mass will be kept short, and church well ventilated, to minimize the risk of infection.   Nationally the pandemic seems to be surging out of control. My advice would be to hunker down, avoid crowded places and limit social contacts. Sorry about that, but we want to keep ourselves and our loved ones safe. PROTECT THE NHS BY KEEPING SAFE AND HAVING YOUR VACCINES AND BOOSTER.  FM
BISHOP GREGORY KOMAR is returning to the Ukraine to celebrate the Ukrainian Christmas on the 6thJanuary. He has had a very peaceful and restful time here and would like to thank everyone for their good wishes and presents. We wish him a safe journey home. God bless. Please keep the nation of Ukraine, threatened by Muscovite aggression, in your prayers
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL and to members of your families, your friends and neighbours. We start a New Year asking God to bless us and protect us in these challenging times. We have our Faith and, in our Faith, we have hope and courage. We ask our Blessed Lady to watch over us and keep us safe. We pray for the parishioners and friends who are poorly or who are housebound. We pray for Mr Smyth and his staff and all the children as they prepare to return to school. We all know that the next few weeks are going to be challenging. We will stay strong and keep the flag flying. The church is open and is here for you. God bless you all. 
"You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream." C.S.Lewis

"Ring out the old, ring in the new, Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 

The year is going, let him go; Ring out the false, ring in the true."

Alfred Lord Tennyson
