CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324.
HEALTH AND SAFETY UPDATE:  
Masks must legally be worn (unless exempt – medical certificate must be shown), hands gelled, keep 2 metres social distancing. Do not come to church if you have a cold or are unwell. Thank you.  785 people in Chorley tested positive for Covid in the seven days up to December 18th (rate 654/100,000), a jump of nearly 30%. 
TO BE A HOLY FAMILY, LOOK TO THE HOLY FAMILY
1. By his obedience to Mary and Joseph, as well as by his humble work during the long years in Nazareth, Jesus gives us the example of holiness in the daily life of family and work (CCC 564).
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2. Christ chose to be born and grow up in the bosom of the holy family of Joseph and Mary. The Church is nothing other than “the family of God.” From the beginning, the core of the Church was often constituted by those who had become believers “together with all [their] household” (cf. Acts 18:8) (CCC 1655).
The family should live in such a way that its members learn to care and take responsibility for the young, the old, the sick, the handicapped, and the poor. There are many families who are at times incapable of providing this help. It devolves then on other persons, other families, and, in a subsidiary way, society to provide for their needs (CCC 2208).

New Year 2022
 Fr Marsden, Bishop Komar, Fr Mayne and Deacon Norman wish you and your family and friends every blessing, health, happiness and peace for the New Year. God bless and take care. 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
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FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
26th DECEMBER 2021 
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 Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up for the feast as usual. When they were on their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They assumed he was with the caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey that they went to look for him among their relations and acquaintances. When they failed to find him, they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere.

  Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the doctors, listening to them, and asking them questions; and all those who heard him were astounded at his intelligence and his replies. They were overcome when they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My child, why have, you done this to us? See how worried your father and I have been, looking for you.’

  ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not understand what he meant.

  He then went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived under their authority.  His mother stored up all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and men.     Luke 2:41-52
Please note: There is no Christmas Day evening Mass.
Sun 26th
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
10.00       
Mass – Kathleen Durkin RIP and Marie Cannon RIP

11.30         
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 27th
St John, Apostle and Evangelist 

12.00                
Mass – Norah Delaney (very poorly) / Bridget Trimm (sick)
Tues 28th 
The Holy Innocents 

12.00                     
Mass – Deceased members of the Bolton Family/ 

                                        Andrew Waddington RIP
Wed  29th
St Thomas Becket  - No midday Mass 

14.00             
Requiem Mass – Jean Ostick
Thurs 30th

09.00              
Mass – Private Intention 
Fri 31st
St Sylvester

12.00
Mass – Thanksgiving for all the blessings and graces received by the

Parishioners and Parish / Joan and Frank Scott RIP
Sat 1st Jan    
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
12.00

Mass – Clergy, Parishioners, Parish and School /Sick and housebound  

16.15–45
Confessions (at porch of presbytery
17.00              
Mass – Daphne Smith (Sp Int) 
Sun 2nd
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
10.00       
Mass – Jean Knowles (LD) / Michael Hanley RIP

11.30         
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Tues, Wed and Fri. 12.30 - 13.00

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, John Brown, John and Margaret Brown, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis, Yvonne Finlayson,  Desmond Gorman, Julie Gruszka, Jacob Hughes, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin Mullhall, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Caroline Rigby, Sr Magdalene Roskell, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm,  Alan Willetts, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
RECENTLY DECEASED: Margaret Jean Ostick (85) who died on 13th December in Bolton Royal Hospital. Her Requiem Mass will be here on Wed. 29th Dec. at 14.00, followed by cremation at Overdale. Rory Harty (2 years old) who died on Sunday 19th December. Stephen Bashforth (68) who died at home on 19th December fortified by the Holy Sacraments. Requiem Mass will be on Monday 10th January at 12.00 noon followed by interment at Charnock Richard. Marjorie Bashforth (64) – wife of the Late Stephen Bashforth – who died on 8th December in Royal Preston Hospital. Funeral took place on 24th December. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Samuel Round, Mary Jane Smith, John Gent, Zenia Petryczowycz.  
READERS:  Sun: 26th 10.00 Tracy O’Neill. Sat: 1st Jan. 17.00 Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun: 2nd 10.00 Margaret Arrowsmith
MESSAGE FROM FR NORBERT: Greetings! I just want to wish you a merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  Be all safe from coronavirus.  

May God bless. 

HOLY COMMUNION: If you wish to receive Holy Communion and/or the Anointing of the Sick/ Confession at home around New Year time, please let the parish office know.  
PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFLICTED: Merciful God, come to the help of your people. Be our shelter in this time of peril and strengthen the bonds of our community. Bring healing to all who suffer the ravages of disease and assist those whose skill and art can put an end to this affliction. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, our refuge and our shield, even when we walk in the shadow of death you are there at our side. Be with your people in this time of danger: bring strength to the afflicted and protection to those untouched by disease. Give us love and courage, that we may trust in your power to save and reach out to all who need our care. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR HEALTH CARE STAFF:   Wondrous God, author of life, you fashioned us in your likeness and breathed into us the life which is your own. Be with those whose special care is the health of mind and body. Fill their hearts with awe for the life which is your gift and sustain them daily in your service, that their hands may bring to others the comfort of your healing touch. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

QUOTATIONS ON THE FAMILY

 “If you want to bring happiness to the whole world, go home and love your family.” 
“It is easy to love the people far away.  It is not always easy to love those close to us.  Bring love into your home, for this is where our love for each other must start.”

“The child is the beauty of God present in the world, that greatest gift to a family.”

“The family that prays together, stays together, and if they stay together they will love one another as God has loved each one of them.  And works of love are always works of peace.”  

The fruit of silence is prayer. The fruit of prayer is faith. The fruit of faith is love. The fruit of love is service. The fruit of service is peace. -  all by St Teresa of Calcutta
Waste time with your children so that they can realise that love is always free. - 
Pope Francis

Love is not a feeling; it's a decision  - Mother Angelica 
The Christian family is a communion of persons, a sign and image of the communion of the Father and the Son in the Holy Spirit. In the procreation and education of children it reflects the Father’s work of creation. It is called to partake of the prayer and sacrifice of Christ. Daily prayer and the reading of the Word of God strengthen it in charity (CCC 2205).
The family is the original cell of social life. It is the natural society in which husband and wife are called to give themselves in love and in the gift of life. Authority, stability, and a life of relationships within the family constitute the foundations for freedom, security, and fraternity within society. The family is the community in which, from childhood, one can learn moral values, begin to honour God, and make good use of freedom. Family life is an initiation into life in society (CCC 2207).
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