CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324.
HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION FOR ST MARY’S CHORLEY: UPDATE
Masks must be worn (unless exempt) and hands gelled. Do not come to church if you have a cold or are unwell. Thank you.  603 people in Chorley tested positive for Covid in the seven days up to December 11th (rate 502/100,000)
Far from going away, the virus is persisting, and the highly infectious Omicron variant hasn’t really hit us yet. It is uncertain what its effect on an older population will be, more severe than Delta, the same, or weaker? The Pfizer booster offers 70% protection against Omicron, the first two AZ or Pfizer shots less than 5%.  
CHRISTMAS WINDOW POSTERS are available in the foyer. Please pick one up and display it in your window. Thank you.
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Christmas Wishes

We wish you a blessed, happy and healthy Christmas. We hope you have joy and laughter and that your families will be safe. I would like to thank the many people who contribute and make sure that St Mary’s Church functions well. You are very much appreciated. Fr Mayne and Deacon Norman would also like to thank you for all the greeting cards, wishes and presents. Thank you for your generosity in supporting the Clergy and St Mary’s Chorley. Thank you to Heather Cheyne for all her hard work in the Parish Centre. God Bless You All. 
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Tues, Wed, Thurs, 10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Friday morning only this week.  
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
19th DECEMBER 2021 
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Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’     Luke 1:39-45
Sat 18th
16.15-16.45 

Confessions (at porch of presbytery) 

17.00

Vigil Mass – Anna Doherty (birthday remembrance) / Pro Populo
Sun 19th
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers
10.00        
Mass – 100th Birthday Blessings
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
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Mon 20th


12.00                
Mass – Maureen Cheston (A)
Tues 21st 
St Peter Canisius 

12.00                     
Mass – Harold and Edna Herbert (A)
Wed  22nd

12.00              
Mass – Vincent Turner (LD)
Thurs 23rd
St John of Kanty
12.00              
Mass – Private Intention 
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Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Tues, Wed, 12.30 - 13.00

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne,  Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, John Brown, John and Margaret Brown, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis, Yvonne Finlayson,  Desmond Gorman, Julie Gruszka, Rory Harty, Jacob Hughes, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin Mullhall, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Caroline Rigby, Sr Magdalene Roskell, Joan Smith,  Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm,  Alan Willetts, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
RECENTLY DECEASED: Margaret Jean Ostick (85) who died on 13th December in Bolton Royal Hospital. Her Requiem Mass will be here on Wed. 29th Dec. at 14.00, followed by cremation at Overdale. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Maureen Cheston, Fr Philip Pass, Andrew Waddington, Harold Herbert, Rev. Tim Wilby. Michael Hanley.
READERS: 18th Sat: 17.00. Eileen McCarrick. Sun: 19th 10.00 Margaret Arrowsmith. Christmas Eve 19.00 Gillian Sharples. Christmas Day 10.00 Robert Wilson. Sun 26th 10.00 Tracy O’Neill. 
MUMS TO BE: Please could you keep in your prayers the battle that is ongoing against abortions. We pray for the people who make the laws and we pray especially for women who are frightened or unsure about keeping their pregnancy. We ask Our Blessed Lady to watch over all women who are pregnant as they wait for the arrival of their children. We pray for fathers and ask St Joseph to watch over them as they prepare for fatherhood.  
APPEAL: Please can you help? Our Flower Ladies are depleted at the moment, could I please ask that you donate a red poinsettia for the church? We will need a good number of them to decorate the church. We will be able to receive up to Wednesday 22nd December incl. Thank you very much.
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE:  ARCHBISHOP MALCOLM MCMAHON OP
Christmas is a special time, and at the heart of our celebrations is the fact that God became man for us. Two thousand years ago there wasn’t a feast of Christmas yet there was still expectation as people longed for the coming of the Messiah to transform their lives. We don’t always get what we expect at Christmas and two thousand years ago people didn’t expect that the Messiah would be born in poverty, to a refugee family forced to leave their home to take part in a census for an occupying power. Homeless, with nowhere to stay they found refuge in a cold, dark stable with only the farm animals for company.
Yet lives were about to be transformed. I am sure celebrations were far from the minds of shepherds on a cold, bleak hillside and yet suddenly the angel of the Lord appeared to them, there was light, and glory shone around them – no wonder they were terrified. The first words of the angel to them were ‘Do not be afraid…’ as they went full of joy to Bethlehem to greet the new-born king.
So many of us need those words of the angel today: ‘Do not be afraid…’ Weighed down with the cares of life we fear for the future, but Christmas gives us hope as we know that Christ is with us. The Prince of Peace comes to us to bring his peace and healing and to give us hope. Christmas is a time for precious memories too. Memories of Christmases past - maybe recent or long ago. Memories of loved ones, just by thinking of them we are saying, ‘we love you…you are still with us in our hearts…’ 
There may be tears too, ‘Do not be afraid’ of them, they are fine because they are a sign of love. The message of peace and goodwill means it is a time for us to reach out to others, especially to those in need. So many people work in the weeks before Christmas to help those in greatest need. We see people giving up their time to feed the hungry, and to provide a place of refuge for those who are lonely. 
Those who work in our essential services are there for us too. During the pandemic we have renewed our spirit of care and generosity – we have reached out to others and offered them hope and readily give thanks to those who care.
For Christians the joy of Christmas is found in the Eucharist and the crib. We give thanks to God for the gift of his Son who cried out from the manger to remind us of the continuing plight of the homeless, refugees and those escaping terror. When we gather as far as restrictions allow us, we remember what it is to be a family no matter how few we are or how distant we are from each other. 
The Holy Family was only three people yet proved to be the source of a great love which has overflowed into our lives two millennia later. May our families have the child Jesus at their centre as a source of love and a true source of strength. May this Christmas time be happy, blessed and peaceful.
HOLY COMMUNION: If you wish to receive Holy Communion and/or the Anointing of the Sick/ Confession at home around Christmas time, please let the parish office know.  
Fri 24th 	CHRISTMAS EVE


12.00	Mass – Priest’s Intention 


18.45 - 19.15 	Confessions (at porch of presbytery) 


19.30  	Mass (with tickets) –  Samuel Round / Pro Populo





Sat 25th               NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST


10.00		Mass – Anne Colette Bury RIP and Christine 


		Corcoran RIP 


No evening Mass





Sun 26th 	FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 


10.00       	Mass – Kathleen Durkin RIP and Marie Cannon RIP


11.30         	Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  











