CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please ask the ward staff to call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION FOR ST MARY’S CHORLEY: UPDATE
1. Masks must be worn in the church (unless you are medically exempt). 

2. Hands must be sanitized with gel coming into the church and upon exit.

3. 2 metre distancing must be maintained. Only every third pew is in use. The Church capacity number is 120 until further notice for any Mass.
4. Mass books can now be used, but only once per day per book. Please do not crowd around to put the books back on the shelf.
5. You can also follow the Mass by the app. Universalis Mass Readings on your mobile phone or tablet. It gives you the Readings of the Day. 
6. At the moment the COVID numbers are still high. Please do take care.
MILL HILL RED BOXES: We hope to collect Red Box donations during September, and collectors will make appointments to collect.  As the Covid Virus is still active in the area we are recommended to take care and continue to follow health and safety standards.  Individual donations and Red Boxes, wrapped and named, can also be handed in at the Parish Office.
BAPTISMS: Please contact the Parish Office to book a baptism, which can take place after the 10.00 am Sunday Mass during September and possibly October.

ANNUAL MASS COUNT will start at Vigil Mass, Saturday 18th September for 4 weekends. Stewards, please do the counting on entrance to the church. 
HOME MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION  will be a retiring collection on 17th and 18th September. Thank you.
SUNDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER AT ST GREGORY’S:  Get together and the theme is Celebration & Thanksgiving. St. Gregory’s Garden from 1.00 pm until 5.00pm. Bring a picnic, also refreshments available. Stalls, live music & fitness sessions, creche & activities for children. Everyone welcome.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER
We pray that we will make courageous choices for a simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young people who are resolutely committed .
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri this week: 10.30-13, 14-17 
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
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Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, right through the Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him to lay his hand on him. 
He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, put his fingers into the man’s ears and touched his tongue with spittle. Then looking up to heaven he sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ And his ears were opened, and the ligament of his tongue was loosened, and he spoke clearly. 
And Jesus ordered them to tell no one about it, but the more he insisted, the more widely they published it. Their admiration was unbounded. ‘He has done all things well,’ they said, ‘he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’   (Mark 7:31-37)
Sat 4th


16.15-16.45
Confessions in garden 

17.00
Mass – Freda McHugh RIP
Sun 5th
XXIII SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
10.00        
Mass – Parishioners
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 6th               

St Bega (Bee), religious
12.00
Mass – Ann Clift (LD)
Tues 7th       
                                                                       
12.00                      
Mass – Fr John Philip Smith (A)
+
Wed 8th          
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
09.00                   Mass – SCHOOL CHILDREN AND STAFF ONLY
12.00             

Mass – David Carus
Thurs 9th    
St Peter Claver   - Private Mass 
Fri 10th   
St Ambrose Barlow OSB
12.00  
Funeral Mass – Enid Rogerson 
Sat 11th           
St Deiniol, Bishop of Bangor
16.15-16.45
Confessions in garden 

17.00
Mass – Michael Carter RIP Memorial Mass and thanksgiving
Sun 12th
XXIV SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
10.00        
Mass – Pro Populi
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 12.30-13.00 Tues, Wed. Fri. 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Fr Laurence Mayne, Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Christine Corcoran,  Hughie Daly, Colette Ellis, Yvonne Finlayson, Tony Guest, Desmond Gorman, Jacob Hughes, Kathleen Jackson, Margaret, Debbie MacFarlane, Eamonn Neary, Sr Anne-Marie Newsham SCMM, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Sr Magdalene Roskell, Eileen Snape, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Alan Willetts, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Enid Rogerson (93). Requiem Mass on Friday 10th September at 12.00 noon followed by burial at Chorley Cemetery. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Canon Kevin Mullen, Mgr Jack Kennedy, Fr John Smith, Imelda Roscoe, Frances Beazer,
READERS: Sat: 4th Sept 17.00 Gillian Sharples. Sun: 5th 10.00 Simon Eccles. Sat: 11th 17.00 Eileen McCarrick. Sun: 10.00 Tracy O’Neill.
CONGRATULATIONS to Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Joseph Neylon, who had his Episcopal Ordination on 3rd September at the Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool. Prayer cards are available in the narthex. Please take one. 
CALENDARS FOR 2022: We have 4 exceptionally beautiful calendars with Chorley sceneries, at £7.50 each. Lovely present for someone who appreciates beauty.
VIRTUAL PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND with Portsmouth Diocese starting on Monday 6th September at 19.30, lasting 40 minutes. It is highly recommended to participate in all the sessions. These sessions are run by the lay Community of St Benedict. What a wonderful opportunity for you to participate in a beautiful pilgrimage from your warm sofa. More information and instructions how to join the pilgrimage by email, from Fr Tom Grufferty on:  tomgrufferty1@gmail.com
OUR LADY’S BIRTHDAY is on Wednesday 8th September. We would welcome donations of roses (any time before Wednesday’s Mass) for Our Lady’s Altar. The Holy Mass will be offered for all parishioners, the parish, the housebound and our school. Thank you in advance. The Mass at 09.00 is for school children and staff only.
CORRECTION from last week:  Butch Cassidy was not born in Lancashire but in the USA. His mother lived in the Avenham area of Preston before emigrating to USA. His Father came from east Lancashire and also emigrated to USA where the two met and married. He did have a strong Lancashire accent from his parents.
ST AMBROSE BARLOW OSB:  Edward Barlow was the fourth son of Sir Alexander Barlow of Barlow Hall, south Manchester. On November 30, 1585, he was baptized a Catholic at Didsbury parish church. The family were recusants. He conformed to Anglicanism however until 1607 when he returned to Catholic communion. In 1610 he entered St Gregory’s, Douai, and then Valladolid College in Spain. He became a Benedictine in 1616, taking the name Ambrose, and was ordained priest in Douai in 1617. He returned to England for his ministry in South Lancashire for 24 years. He was arrested several times for his missionary work.

He resided chiefly at Wardley Hall, the seat of his cousins, the Downes family, and at Morley's Hall, Astley, belonging to the Tyldesley family, in the parish of Leigh.  Hunted by the authorities, Barlow was imprisoned at least four times for his missionary work. Resembling Thomas More in his wit and mildness, he was greatly loved by the poor, whom he entertained at his house on the great feasts.

On April 25, 1641, just as the Easter Mass was over at Morley’s Hall, for a congregation of about one hundred, the moated hall was surrounded by a mob led by a church minister from Leigh. Although he had been preaching at the time of his capture and could possibly have escaped in the confusion, he voluntarily gave himself up on condition that his congregation could all go free. Ambrose was arrested and paraded, dressed in his surplice, followed by 400 men armed with clubs and swords, taken to Lancaster Castle and put on trial for his priesthood on Sept 6th/7th. He was hanged, drawn and quartered on Friday 10th September 1642.
ANNUAL WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY takes place on Friday, 10th September 2021. This year the international theme is ‘Creating Hope Through Action’. Please pray for everyone involved in these sad cases. Statistics show that 1 in every 100 deaths worldwide is a result of suicide. 
WORLD WAR II 1939 – 1945. War was declared on 3rd September 1939, 82 years ago this week. The German Nazis began their attack on Poland on 1st September, in alliance with Stalin’s Soviet Union, which invaded Poland from the east two weeks later. By the Molotov-Ribbentrop agreement, Stalin then supplied oil, iron and steel, tanks and ammunition, for Hitler to attack western Europe in 1940.   

Some 75 million people died in World War II, including about 20 million military personnel and 40 million civilians, many of whom died because of deliberate genocide, massacres, mass-bombings, disease, and starvation. We pray for all the Fallen, and for all who gave their lives for their country. We pray for all who were murdered in the Concentration Camps, represented by St Maximilian Kolbe, St Edith Stein and others. 

PRAYER DURING THIS PANDEMIC -  God's healing hand

To our brothers and sisters who have contracted and are suffering due to the Coronavirus disease, we pray that God’s healing hand may rest upon you.

To medical doctors, nurses and the supporting staff who are in the frontline of the fight against COVID-19, may the Good Lord sustain you and inspire you to render your life-saving services with due care, love and compassion.

To all those who have lost their loved ones due to the Coronavirus outbreak,

we convey our deepest sympathies. We pray that their souls, through God’s mercy, may rest in eternal peace.  We pray that God may grant all bereaved families his consolation and strengthen their faith and hope in Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord. Amen. [Prayer adapted from the 2020 Easter Message of the Catholic Bishops of Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe]
