CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
BENEDICT XVI CENTRE AT ST MARY'S UNIVERSITY, with Together for the Common Good, The Centre for Social Justice and Caritas Social Action Network, invites you to an evening discussion on ‘THE COMMON GOOD: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?’ with Professor Philip Booth, Jenny Sinclair and Dr Sam Bruce, chaired by Ruth Kelly. Tuesday 15th June 2021  6.30pm-8pm  Online via Zoom. Register online via https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/events/2021/06/the-common-good-event

MESSAGE FROM CAFOD: The poorest countries are facing a health and an economic crisis, and the effects of climate change. 2021 is critical. The UK is hosting two major global meetings – the G7 Summit now and the UN Climate talks, COP26, in November. With the eyes of the world on us, we want the UK to play a leading role. CAFOD is suggesting two ways in which we can do this and have provided resources for both: a petition about the climate crisis at https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/73304 /petition/1. ·Or meeting with our local MP to explain that as Catholics, we care about others around the world and want more to be done to help them.
SETTLEMENT SCHEME FOR EUROPEAN CITIZENS – Deadline 30 June 2021 A reminder that EU, EEA and Swiss citizens who were living in the UK by 31 December 2020 have until 30 June 2021 to apply for the Settlement Scheme. Those who do not apply are at risk of losing their rights to live and work here or access important services such as healthcare. Please note that Irish citizens do not need to apply. See
www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families,  or from the European Commission www.eurights.uk/what-you-need-to-know  
PRAYER OF SAINT RICHARD OF CHICHESTER: Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits thou hast given me, for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me. O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, may I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, and follow thee more nearly, day by day. Amen.
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JUNE
Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with the support of a Christian Community. May they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
  E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office: Mondays appointment only. Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 10.30-13, 14-17 Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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Jesus said to the crowds: ‘This is what the Kingdom of God is like. A man throws seed on the land. Night and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is sprouting and growing; how, he does not know. Of its own accord the land produces first the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. And when the crop is ready, he loses no time: he starts to reap because the harvest has come.’

  He also said, ‘What can we say the Kingdom of God is like? What parable can we find for it? It is like a mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that the birds of the air can shelter in its shade.’

  Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, so far as they were capable of understanding it. He would not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything to his disciples when they were alone.          Mark 4:26-34 

Sat 17.00
Mass – Leo, Janet, Michael, Rosie (A) Bolton (RIP) / Parishioners

                          First Holy Communions Mass                      
Sun 13th
ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (B)
10.00        
Mass – Dcn Norman Arrowsmith 11 yrs Diaconate Ordination Anniv.
                          
First Holy Communions Mass                        
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 14th        
                                                  
12.00  
Mass –     Dr Robert Aston (A)
Tues 15th

12.00                      
Mass – Joseph and Marie (A) Kenyon
Wed 16th 
St Richard of Chichester
12.00             

Mass – Nola Bagot (LD)
Thurs 17th       

No Public Mass 
Fri 18th 
10.00           
Funeral Service – Gordon Squires
12.00  
Mass – John Saurin RIP
Sat 19th

St Romuald
16.15-16.45
Confessions in garden 

17.00
Mass – Pauline Fairhurst RIP                                           
Sun 20th
TWELFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (B)
10.00        
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP                                                 
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 12.30-13.00 Tues, Wed. Fri. 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister,  Fr Laurence Mayne, Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Colette Ellis, Baby Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Jacob Hughes, Edward Lacey, Margaret Makinson, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
RECENTLY DECEASED Nola Bagot (90) who died on 30th May in Chorley Hospital.  Vincent Thompson (86) who died on Ist June at Royal Preston Hospital. Charnock Richard Crematorium Service on Monday 14th June at 10.30. Gordon Squires (80) who died on 5th June at home. Funeral Service on Friday 18th June at 10am followed by burial at Chorley cemetery.
ANNIVERSARIES Dr Robert Aston, Fr Kevin Mulhearn, Marie Kenyon
READERS:  Sat: 12th Andrew Jenner. Sun: 13th Dr Jane Eccles. Sat: 19th Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun: 20th Simon Eccles. 
MESSAGE FROM HIS GRACE, ARCHBISHOP MALCOLM McMAHON OP
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I hope that our SYNOD WEEKEND (19/20 June) will truly be a celebration for all of us, and I wish to express my thanks to all of you for dedicating your time and energies to engaging with this process. Pope Francis has said, reflecting on a comment from Pope Benedict XVI, that the Church “grows by attraction. And who provokes attraction? The Holy Spirit.” May our celebration of the Synod be filled with the Holy Spirit, that our archdiocese, in renewed ways, will attract people to Christ. Let us make, then, the prayer to the Holy Spirit, in these days leading up to our Synod weekend, our own. 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS Congratulations to 34 children who received their First Holy Communion these last two weekends. They have been great! Marvelous to see the joy and celebration that the children and one adult had during the Masses and with their families. This now concludes the Sacramental Programme for 2020/2021. September will bring a new start for the new Yr4 Sacramental Programme.
BEDA COLLEGE DISCERNMENT WEEK: The Beda College in Rome is running a discernment weekend for men between the ages of 30 and 55 from Friday 3 September to Sunday 5 September 2021. It takes place at St Beuno’s Spirituality Centre in North Wales. The weekend is to reach men who are not already in touch with their diocese and is a first step for those who may be exploring the possibility of priestly vocation in later life. Information and registration forms are at: https://www.pathwaystogod.org/courses-events-retreats/discernment-weekendolder-men.   More information is available from Canon Philip Gillespie (Rector): rector@bedacollege.com  or Fr Peter Verity (Spiritual Director):  p.verity@bedacollege. com  Further information about the Beda College: https://bedacollege.org
CORONAVIRUS Δ.  The infection rate per 100,000 for Chorley over the seven days to June 5th rose 85% on the previous week to about 175, owing to the highly infectious Delta variant which accounts for ≥ 90% of new cases.  It is almost twice as infectious as the original virus. This is no time to be relaxing controls. The worst areas in the country are in Lancashire and Greater Manchester. It seems to have spread outwards from Blackburn and Bolton.  BAPTISMS: It is very difficult to socially distance in a safe way when administering the sacrament of baptism. Therefore, the resumption of baptisms is delayed except in emergency. 
SAVE THE DATE Sunday Deanery Festival 11th July 13.00-17.00  Coronavirus situation permitting 1-5pm. St Gregory's gardens, Weld Bank, Chorley. Free entry. Bring all the family and celebrate with the whole Chorley Pastoral Area.   We are also looking for volunteers to help with a stall that our parish can run. 

PRAYERS PLEASE:  A young man was found dead in the town centre on one of the benches, last Saturday. He was a homeless man and had been to the church several times, where he received food. Please pray for the repose of his soul and for consolation for his family and friends. Thank you.

MESSAGE FROM MARGARET ARROWSMITH:  APF-Mill Hill (Red Box) - After such a long time of uncertainty we are very hopeful of being able to restart our Red Box Mission donation collections during July.  This is a very important time to remember to keep ourselves and others safe and continue to follow the well-known Covid/Delta safety recommendations. We are also asking that anyone who would like to help the missions by becoming a Promoter/collector to please give your name, address and telephone number into the Parish Office to receive further information.
DAY FOR LIFE is on 20th June. The theme for this year is ‘End of Life Care’. This is an especially important theme, given that a Bill has been introduced in the House of Lords with a view to legalising Assisted Suicide. The monies collected will be used to support those groups working to prevent such legislation being passed. 
THEODORE HOUSE, on the Stonyhurst estate, will be reopening from 11 June. Faith & Reason: A Catholic Integration A short, residential summer course exploring the relationship of faith with philosophy, science and culture. Particularly helpful for catechists and teachers fielding commonly-asked questions around Catholicism. Runs 5 – 8 August. For more info and registration, https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/faith-and-reason/
THE UNIVERSE AND CATHOLIC TIMES have suddenly ceased publication because the holding company Universe Catholic Media Ltd. has gone into receivership. The issue on sale this weekend is the last. I have written 1,430 articles for them over the last 27½. years. Maybe I should look into setting up a blog site! 
