CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
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St Roch [1295 – 1327], born to a wealthy Governor of Montpellier. He had a great devotion to St Francis of Assisi and joined the Third Order of St Francis. St Roch came across the town of Acquapendente, near Tuscany, on his pilgrimage to Rome, who was in a middle of another epidemic. St Roch commenced his apostolate there and cured many people with the Almighty's Blessing. His reputation spread very quickly and when he resumed his journey to Rome,  people from infectious towns would ask him to bless them as he passed by. Many were cured and his reputation began to spread to many places in Italy.
Prayer to St Roch

O most merciful God, who through an angel promised St Roch, that whoever should invoke his name, would be preserved from pestilence and contagious diseases. Grant that through his intersession, we may be preserved from all dangers both of Body and Soul. Through Christ Our Lord,                                                       Amen. Please continue praying that all variants of COVID will be controlled and we pray for safety for our priests, parish and parishioners and especially for the sick and housebound and all vulnerable people.
We continue to pray for all the Nurses, Doctors and staff in our hospitals, Care Homes, Nursing Homes and Hospices.

 Thank you for your Service.
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers. 
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
  E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office:  Mondays by appointment only. Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 10.30 – 17.30
Please note that the Office is shut for lunch every day 13.00 – 14.00 and 

the telephone will not be answered at this time. 
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
PENTECOST SUNDAY
23rd May 2021
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Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who issues from the Father, he will be my witness. And you too will be witnesses because you have been with me from the outset. ‘I still have many things to say to you, but they would be too much for you now. But when the Spirit of truth comes, he will lead you to the complete truth, since he will not be speaking as from himself but will say only what he has learnt; and he will tell you of the things to come. He will glorify me, since all he tells you will be taken from what is mine. Everything the Father has is mine; that is why I said: All he tells you will be taken from what is mine.’   John 15:26-27,16:12-15
Sat 22nd            St Rita of Cascia 
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16.15-16.45

Confessions in garden 
Sat 17.00

Mass – Pauline Beirnes (Thanksgiving)/                         
Parishioners 
Sun 23rd

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
10.00        

Mass – Sr Catherine Shakespeare SCMM                                       
11.30                

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 24th             

Mary, Mother of the Church                                                           
10.00
First Confessions at Anderton 

12.00 approx 
Mass -  Private Intention      
Tues 25th  
St Bede the Venerable
12.00                      
Mass – Mike Gallagher (speedy recovery)
14.00                 Requiem Mass – St Joseph’s Anderton -  Bernard Swarbrick
Wed 26th
St Philip Neri
12.00                

Mass – Kathleen Durkin (sick)
Thurs 27th
St Augustine of Canterbury 
Fri 28th
Blessed Lanfranc of Canterbury, Blessed Margaret Pole
12.00  
Mass – Fr Jan Góra (LD)  
Sat 29th           
16.15-16.45

Confessions in garden 

Sat 17.00

Mass – Bridget Burleigh RIP                         
Sun 30th

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 
10.00        

Mass – Joseph and Marie Kenyon RIP
11.30                

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 12.30-13.00 Tues, Wed.  Fri. 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister,  Fr Laurence Mayne, Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Colette Ellis, Baby Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Jacob Hughes, Edward Lacey, Margaret Makinson, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
Would anyone like to come off the sick list? Please let the parish office know.
RECENTLY DECEASED James Ryan (55) who died on 18th May. Funeral Service 14.00 on Tuesday 1st June followed by interment in Chorley Cemetery.  Fr Jan Marek Góra (73) who died on 28th April after becoming ill with COVID - 19. The Requiem Mass took place on 4th May. Fr Góra was the Polish Priest visiting St Mary’s fortnightly from 1989 – 1996. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord….
READERS:  Sat. 22nd 17.00  Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun. 10.00 Tracy O’Neill. Sat. 29th 17.00  Gillian Sharples. Sun. 30th  Dr Jane Eccles.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS take place during the Corpus Christi Masses 5/6 June and the following weekend 12/13 June. There are additional children from the Chorley area who will be also making their First Holy Communion. Please would you pray for all the children and their families and become their spiritual sponsors? We entrust all the children to Our Blessed Lord and His holy Mother, Our Blessed Lady.
CORONAVIRUS SITUATION:   The Sunday obligation to attend Mass is still suspended.  Please keep to the two metres social distancing. Exit the church following the arrows. You must wear a mask unless you are exempt. Please sanitise your hands upon entering and leaving the church. Track and Trace is suspended for the time being in order to prevent people standing too close to each other when giving their details. 

The limit on attendance at funerals is now the same as the church capacity – about 60 “bubbles” or 120 persons. 

· up to 6 people, or two households, can gather indoors

· Most significant life cycle events can resume, limited to no more than 30 people. This will include events such as weddings, private baptisms. 

· Up to 6 but no more can sing in a small choir, socially distanced from each other and from the congregation. No congregational singing allowed indoors. 

The infection rate in Chorley went up from 27 to 48 per 100,000 over the seven days ending May 16. There were approximately 9 cases of COVID – Indian variant in Chorley.  Younger people are not invulnerable. They can still become severely ill or even die, and suffer long Covid for months. Anyone not vaccinated should take immediate steps to get vaccinated if they are in the eligible age/health groups. . 

Given the current situation in Bolton and in Blackburn, which both border on Chorley, and which have the worst outbreaks of the Indian variant of the Coronavirus in the country, this is no time to be relaxing our guard against infection

BAPTISMS: It is very difficult to socially distance in a safe way when administering the sacrament of baptism. Therefore, I intend to delay the resumption of baptisms until after my own second vaccination jab has taken effect, and until we have completed all the First Holy Communion weekends in both parishes.  We will then see what has developed re- the Indian Coronavirus variant, and what baptism arrangements are feasible. Please understand the reasons for the delay. 
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MESSAGE FROM FR NORBERT: Fr Norbert Khangelani – Nyathi informs us, that as from the 15th June he will be working in a new parish after 9 years in the Embakwe Mission. If any parishioner would like to write to him, please ask at the parish office for the email details or Fr Norbert’s new address. Thank you. God bless in your new parish, Fr Norbert.

PRAYER FOR THE SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: Lord Jesus Christ, before ascending into heaven You promised to send the Holy Spirit to finish Your work in the souls of Your Apostles and Disciples. Grant the same Holy Spirit to me that He may perfect in my soul, the work of Your grace and Your love. Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may despise the perishable things of this world and only desire the things that are eternal; the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of Your divine truth; the Spirit of Counsel that I may always choose the way of pleasing God and gaining heaven; the Spirit of Fortitude that I may bear my cross with You and overcome with courage all the obstacles that oppose my salvation; the Spirit of Knowledge that I may know God and myself and grow perfect on the path to holiness; the Spirit of Piety that I may seek to serve God and His Church; and the Spirit of Fear and Awe that I may be filled with a loving reverence towards God and may dread in any way to displease Him. Mark me, dear Lord, with the sign of Your true disciples and inspire me in all things with Your Spirit. Amen.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL FOOTPATH CLOSURE: the gates to West St car park and to the bowling green will be locked over the Bank Holiday from the evening of Sunday 30th May until the morning of Tuesday 1st June. This is necessary to preserve the private nature of the church grounds.

PARISH CENTRE MAY RE-OPEN WITH RESTRICTIONS on Thursday 3rd June. More information will be available from Mrs Heather Roscoe, Manager.  
