CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Dear parent/guardian, the Archdiocese of Liverpool is inviting young people in year 8 (and above) to the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Confirmation is the sacrament through which we receive the Holy Spirit to make us stronger and more perfect Christians and true witnesses of Jesus Christ. 

The preparation for the sacrament will be started through a series of video introductions to the sacrament from Animate, the archdiocesan youth ministry team (if your child has not seen these in school please direct them to https://www.youtube.com/user/AnimateYouth  and find the four ‘Called … videos. 

Year 8 pupils will then study the subject of confirmation in their RE classes. There will also be preparation sessions at a local level in your town/local area. Following these local preparation times young people will be invited to be confirmed. If your child would like to receive the sacrament of confirmation this year it is essential they register online at:  https://liverpoolcalled.co.uk/   Registration must take place before 28thJune.
Please complete the form that can be accessed through clicking the button at the top right-hand side of the webpage (‘Register for Confirmation’). If you are unable to do this at home, please inform the school chaplain who will be able to help.

When a young person has registered they will be contacted by your local confirmation co-ordinator who will take you through the next steps of the preparation process. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Simon Gore on 01744 740467 or s.gore@animateyouth.co.uk  
Yours sincerely, +Malcolm McMahon OP, Archbishop of Liverpool
Holy Spirit, Comforter and Sanctifier, melt our hearts that we may accept Your love. Renew our minds that we may know Your truth. Strengthen our will that we may follow You faithfully, through Christ our Lord. Amen

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers. 
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
  E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office:  Mondays by appointment only. Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 10.30 – 17.30
Please note that the Office is shut for lunch every day 13.00 – 14.00

LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

16th May 2021
[image: image1.jpg]


Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Holy Father, keep those you have g iven me true to your name, so that they may be one like us. While I was with them, I kept those you had given me true to your name. I have watched over them and not one is lost except the one who chose to be lost, and this was to fulfil the scriptures. But now I am coming to you and while still in the world I say these things to share my joy with them to the full. I passed your word on to them, and the world hated them, because they belong to the world no more than I belong to the world. I am not asking you to remove them from the world, but to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world, and for their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may be consecrated in truth.’  John 17:11-19
Sat 15th

16.15-16.45

Confessions in garden 

Sat 17.00

Mass – Shaun Horam RIP                           
Sun 16th
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
10.00        

Mass – Michael Carus RIP
11.30              

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Mon 17th               


11.00            

Funeral Service – Linda Mary Moss
Tues 18th   

10.00                

Funeral Service – Dorothy Crook – St.J.A.
12.00                      
Mass – Bishop Vincent Malone (A)
  Wed 19th

12.00                

Mass – Harry Carter RIP
Thurs 20th
NO MASS
Fri 21st

12.00  
Mass – Clare Cronin RIP    
Sat 22nd            St Rita of Cascia 
16.15-16.45

Confessions in garden 

Sat 17.00

Mass – Pauline Beirnes (Thanksgiving Mass)                          
Sun 23rd 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
10.00        

Mass – Sr Catherine Shakespeare SCMM    RIP
11.30                

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 12.30-13.00 Tues, Thurs.  Fri. 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Barry McAllister, Bishop Yaroslav Pryriz,  Fr Laurence Mayne, Dcn Norman Arrowsmith, Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Tom Carmichael, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Colette Ellis, Baby Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Jacob Hughes, Edward Lacey, Margaret Makinson, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, Teresa O’Malia, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Mike White, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
Would anyone like to come off the sick list? Please let the parish office know.
RECENTLY DECEASED Linda Mary Moss (71) who died on 3rd May at home. Funeral Service will be on Monday 17th May at 11am followed by burial at Chorley cemetery. Anne Knowles who died last week. No details of funeral. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Bishop Vincent Malone, Fr Cyril Higham, Annie Turner, 
READERS:  Sat. 15th 17.00 Andrew Jenner. Sun. 10.00 Simon Eccles. Sat. 22nd 17.00 Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun. 10.00 Tracy O’Neill.
BISHOP VINCENT MALONE RIP On 18th May there will be a Mass offered for the repose of the soul of our Bishop Malone, on the first anniversary of his death. Bishop Malone was a COVID victim in 2020. Many of you will remember him as the Bishop who confirmed your children/grandchildren/nieces and nephews. May he rest in peace.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS take place during the Corpus Christi Masses 5/6 June and the following weekend 12/13 June, after the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  There are additional children from the Chorley area who will be also making their First Holy Communion. Please would you pray for all the children and their families. We entrust all the children to Our Blessed Lord and His holy Mother, Our Blessed Lady.
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR NURSES 12th May saw the International Commemoration day for nurses and midwives, otherwise known as Florence Nightingale Day. The Lady with the Lamp – Florrie- was born on 12th May 1820 in Florence, Italy. A Service was held in Westminster Abbey on 12th May and this is now an annual event. 
We pray for our nurses and midwives and we thank them for their courage and fortitude. We pray for the repose of the souls that have been taken away by COVID and we give thanks for the sacrifices given and still ongoing by our nurses and midwives. God bless them All, as we thank them for their Service.
ANNUAL NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT  began on Friday 14th May and runs through to Pentecost Sunday on 23rd May.  Copies available in the porch. 
St John Vianney once preached to the parishioners and pilgrims of Ars: 
“Without the Holy Spirit all is cold; therefore, when we feel we are losing our fervour, we must instantly make a Novena to the Holy Spirit to ask for faith and love... See, when we have made a retreat how we are full of good desires: these good desires are the breath of the Holy Spirit, which has passed over our souls, and has renewed everything like the warm wind which melts the ice and brings back the spring... When we have the Holy Spirit, the heart expands and bathes itself in divine love. And so we should say every morning, ‘O God, send my Thy Spirit to teach me what I am and what Thou art.’” 
In encouraging us to make a Novena in honour of the Holy Spirit, St John Vianney is leading us to the oldest of all Novenas, since it was first made at the direction of Our Lord Himself when He sent His apostles back to Jerusalem to await the coming of the Holy Spirit. We are invited to “join together with one heart in constant prayer” (Acts 1:14), in imitation of Mary and the disciples in those nine days in the Upper Room between Ascension and Pentecost. With them, we ask Jesus to send afresh his Holy Spirit upon us so that our individual lives, the lives of our families and communities, and the life of the Church may be renewed. 

PRAYER FOR THE SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: Lord Jesus Christ, before ascending into heaven You promised to send the Holy Spirit to finish Your work in the souls of Your Apostles and Disciples. Grant the same Holy Spirit to me that He may perfect in my soul, the work of Your grace and Your love. Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may despise the perishable things of this world and only desire the things that are eternal; the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of Your divine truth; the Spirit of Counsel that I may always choose the way of pleasing God and gaining heaven; the Spirit of Fortitude that I may bear my cross with You and overcome with courage all the obstacles that oppose my salvation; the Spirit of Knowledge that I may know God and myself and grow perfect on the path to holiness; the Spirit of Piety that I may seek to serve God and His Church; and the Spirit of Fear and Awe that I may be filled with a loving reverence towards God and may dread in any way to displease Him. Mark me, dear Lord, with the sign of Your true disciples and inspire me in all things with Your Spirit. Amen.
OTHER PRAYERS TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Lord Jesus, let Your Spirit rest upon our parishes, schools and homes that they may be places of love and truth where the weak are made strong and the strong learn humility and all of us learn the wisdom that alone comes from You. Amen 

Breathe into me, Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. 

Move in me, Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. 

Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, that I may love only what is holy. 

Strengthen me, Holy Spirit, that I may defend all that is holy. 

Protect me, Holy Spirit, that I may be holy. Amen. (St Augustine) 
