CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

CHORLEY JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP work to tackle poverty, violence, prejudice and injustice, climate change, environmental protection, to work for a world where all have access to food, clean water, shelter, health, education and livelihood. They are inviting parishioners to join them. Please contact Andrew Thomson on 07802 249495 or thomson.andrew@btinternet.com

LITANY TO ST JOSEPH: The Holy Father has declared this year to be ‘A year of St Joseph’. The Litany of St Joseph is available in a basket at the back of the church. A steward will give you a sheet if you ask for the Litany. 
COLLECT FOR THE MASS IN TIME OF PANDEMIC (2020)
Almighty and eternal God, our refuge in every danger, to whom we turn in our distress; in faith we pray, look with compassion on the afflicted, grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, healing to the sick, peace to the dying, strength to healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and the courage to reach out to all in love, so that together we may give glory to your holy name.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

COULD YOU BE A DEACON? Archbishop McMahon OP and the Diaconate Team are holding a ZOOM Meeting on Tuesday 9th March or Thursday 11th March at 19.30 – 21.00. A discussion will take place with about being a Deacon. To receive the ZOOM LINK, please email diaconate@rcaol.org.uk  

STATUE DAMAGE: Please be careful when you put your hands on the feet of the statues. The jewellery that you are wearing is damaging the statues, especially poor St Anthony. Thank you.

SOCIAL DISTANCING: There are certain people who are not keeping the rules about social distancing. Even if you have had both Vaccines, you could still catch the virus and spread it. If you are not in a bubble, you MUST NOT go into another person’s home. Until the Government relaxes the Rules, please be reminded that we are still living in a lockdown situation.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MARCH
Let us pray that we may experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
  E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office:  11.00 -13.00, 14.00 -17.00 Tues – Fri. ONLY
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Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out of here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market.’ Then his disciples remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me.
 The Jews intervened and said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in three days?’ 

But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and the words he had said.

During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he gave, but Jesus knew them all and did not trust himself to them; he never needed evidence about any man; he could tell what a man had in him. John 2:13-25

Sat 6th       


17.00

Mass – Anne Rowe (A)                                     

Sun 7th    

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
09.15 – 09.45

Confessions in the house porch
10.00        

Mass – Parishioners
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton                                             

Mon 8th 

St John of God - Private Mass 
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Tues 9th 

St Frances of Rome 
12.00                  

Mass – Zofia Neisser (A)
Wed 10th 

St John Ogilvie
10.00

Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton 

12.00

Mass – John and Florence (A) Akers
Thurs 11th  
   St Aengus of Clonenagh - Private Mass
Fri 12th

St Elphege of Winchester
11.30              
Stations of the Cross.      
                 
12.00     

Mass – Albert Harvey RIP
Sat 13th     

Blessed Agnellus of Pisa
17.00

Mass – Phil Hubberstey (sick)                                     

Sun 14th   

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – Mothers’ Day
09.15 – 09.45

Confessions in the house porch
10.00        

Mass – Michael Carus (A)
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament 12.30-13.00 Tues., Wed., Fri. 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound:  Fr Laurence Mayne, Kath Angland, Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, John Cullinan, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Colette Ellis, Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, baby Hope, Jacob Hughes, Anne Knowles, Edward Lacey, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, William Morris, Teresa O’Malia, Paulina Pikula, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.  SICK LIST would anyone like to come off the Sick list? Please let the parish office know. Thank you.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Danuta Niton (62) who died at home in Astley Village on 20th February. Requiem Mass on Wednesday 24th March at 1.30pm followed by burial at Chorley Cemetery. Eternal rest grant onto her O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Ian Francis Grime, Zofia Neisser, Florence Akers,
READERS:  Sat: 6th Eileen McCarrick. Sun: 7th Tracy O’Neill. Sat: 13th Andrew Jenner. Sun: 14th Tracy O’Neill. Sat: 20th Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun: 21st Tracy O’Neill 
Thought for Week 3 of Lent

St Joseph, kind and gentle, Protector of the Holy Family, hear our prayers. Watch over us and protect us and our families, friends and parish. Keep us safe and well. Look after the doctors and nurses and emergency teams and be with the dying. Amen.
LENTEN ALMS can be found by St Anthony’s statue. Thank you.
LENTEN REFLECTIONS by Michael Hall can be found on Facebook, Chorley for Christ, which is a public group so anyone can view. As you may know, Michael is training to be a Deacon and he is a parishioner of St Gregory’s. Michael has been very generous with his time for us and helped as a volunteer during the COVID crisis. Please view the reflections if you can. Thank you, Michael, for all your hard work and assistance. God bless. 
THANK YOU to Michael Maher for all his hard work in looking after the H&S matters.
LOST PROPERTY We seem to have an increase in numbers of glasses and umbrellas. They are in the back of the church and ready to be reunited with their owners. Thank you.

GIFT AID ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED. Due to cross infection concerns, the boxes must be picked up by the person named on the box. You can collect your box after Mass on Tues, Wed, Fri IN THE MEETING ROOM OFF THE SACRED HEART AISLE. 
Please do not enter the room but stay in the doorway and do remember your box number.
JESUS CLEANSING THE TEMPLE: This Gospel episode shows us that there is such a thing as healthy or righteous anger. This is the kind of anger that Jesus felt toward the money changers and the animal sellers who had turned the Temple Court of the Gentiles into a noisy market, when it should have been a place of peace and prayer for all nationalities. Jesus was angry at this defilement of his Father’s House, allowed by the High Priests and the religious establishment, in order to line their own pockets. 

Righteous anger is what anyone feels when faced with evils in society: injustice, lying politicians, corruption, abortion, poverty, discrimination, war, etc. It is a natural response when one finds oneself or others deeply wronged. 
Righteous anger has a good purpose. It should impel us to work for justice, to punish and wipe out vice and corruption. It is the natural, healthy reaction when one sees evil done, especially against the young, the poor and vulnerable. To fail to be stirred to action in the face of such wrongdoing is in fact the sin of apathy, literally, of feeling nothing. 

The correct respone is to channel such righteous anger positively into action, so that it makes a difference. Denying righteous anger or repressing it can cripple people in a number of ways: morally, spiritually, emotionally, socially or physically.… Anger must be dealt with or it will deal with us.
“The capital sin should not be feeling anger but nursing unresolved anger resulting in hostility, the attitude leading to hurt another by negative humour, destructive criticism or other unloving behavior. Feeling anger is healthy; acting in hostility is usually unhealthy and sinful.” 
Unrighteous anger, on the other hand, is the sort of anger which comes when we don’t get our own selfish way, somebody contradicts us, or we are just impatient, sulky and out of sorts. It may flow from wounded pride, from our bruised ego. This is the sort of anger which is sinful if we nurture it. “If you are angry, let it be without sin. The sun must not go down on your wrath; do not give the devil a chance to work on you” (Ephesians 4:26-27).
Anger becomes sinful when it evolves into resentment, hostility, revenge and destructive behavior. Hostility and revenge are warped ways of seeking justice.
Righteous anger seeks true justice and retribution – which is not vengeance, but correct reparation for sin.  

Lord, help me to cultivate in my heart the holy and righteous anger that You desire I have.  Help me to discern between what is sinful and what is righteous.  May this passion and all my passion always be directed at achieving Your holy will.  Jesus, I trust in You.
