CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, the ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

COLLECT FOR THE MASS IN TIME OF PANDEMIC (2020)
Almighty and eternal God, our refuge in every danger, to whom we turn in our distress; in faith we pray, look with compassion on the afflicted,
grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, healing to the sick,                    peace to the dying, strength to healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders
and the courage to reach out to all in love, so that together we may give glory to your holy name. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

PRAYER FOR THE YEAR OF ST JOSEPH:  To you, O blessed Joseph (Ad te, beate Ioseph) composed by Pope Leo XIII in 1889

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also.

Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities.

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness.

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen.
Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
  E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office:  11.00 -13.00, 14.00 -17.00 Tues – Fri.
Other times – By appointment only.
PARISH CENTRE: closed until the Lockdown is lifted. 
270122 or 07971 025985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of course, I want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left him at once and he was cured. Jesus immediately sent him away and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say nothing to anyone, but go and show yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your healing prescribed by Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ The man went away, but then started talking about it freely and telling the story everywhere, so that Jesus could no longer go openly into any town but had to stay outside in places where nobody lived. Even so, people from all around would come to him                                       Mark 1:40-45
Sat 13th            
 

17.00
Mass – Barbara (A), Sr Marie, Leonard Green

Sun 14th       
SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  - Day for the Unemployed
09.15 – 09.45
Confessions in the house porch
10.00        
Mass – Frances Tuson (LD)
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  

Mon 15th            Private Mass 
Tues 16th  
                                                                           
12.00                  
Mass – Hania Grzeczyńska (LD)
Wed 17th
ASH WEDNESDAY
12.00
Mass – Fr Louis Catterall SMM (A)
Thurs 18th
Private Mass
Fri 19th  
11.30                Stations of the Cross.      
                 
12.00       
Mass – James and Margaret Thompson (A)
Sat 20th           
 
17.00
Mass –Walmsley, McNally, Ince, Calderbank, & Baxter families. (RIP)                                       

Sun 21st      
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
09.15 – 09.45
Confessions in the house porch
10.00        
Mass – Parishioners
11.30                
Mass at St Joseph’s Anderton  
EXPOSITION OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT: 12.25-13.00 TUES. WED. FRI.  AFTER  MASS 
WRAP UP WARM. THE CHURCH DOORS MUST REMAIN FULLY OPEN

Newsletters and newspapers are available in the plastic box in the outdoor porch, or inside the foyer. Also, you can find sympathy cards etc in the plastic box. Catholic newspapers are at the back of the church in the normal place. Please support the Catholic papers, they are very informative and a good read.
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Fr Dunstan Harrington, Fr Laurence Mayne, Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, John Cullinan, Hughie Daly, Kathleen Durkin, Colette Ellis, Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, baby Hope, Jacob Hughes, Anne Knowles, Edward Lacey, Debbie MacFarlane, Paul McBeth, William Morris, Paulina Pikula, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson,  Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.  
ANNIVERSARIES: Fr Louis Catterall, James and Margaret Thompson, 
READERS:   Sat: 13th 5pm. Eileen McCarrick. Sun: 10am Tracy O’Neill. Sat: 20th 5pm. Kinga Grzeczynska. Sun: 10am Tracy O’Neill.   
Please read from the Ambo by the Baptismal Font. Readings will be provided for you.

Please note that the Readers’ Rota is suspended until the COVID situation improves.

LOCKDOWN:  We are partially open and operational for the good of all Christians in Chorley. Please observe the H&S requirements. Thank you.

   Sacrament of the Sick: If you need to receive the Sacrament, please phone the Parish Office, and make an appointment. You will be seen as soon as possible.
IF YOU ARE OFFERED THE VACCINE, PLEASE TAKE IT! Remember that the first vaccine does NOT give you instant immunity. It takes about three weeks to become fully effective. You could still become infected – probably without serious effects – but spread the virus to others. You ought to stay at home as much as possible and not mix with other bubbles. If you come to Mass, wrap up warm, remember social distancing and be careful.
ANNUAL DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE from Dublin on live streaming. Friday 19th – Sunday 21st with a variety of speakers, testimonies, healing services and Mass with Archbishop Dermot Farrell of Dublin. Programme and all timetables can be found on www.divinemercyconference.com or churchservices.tv
WHAT TO DO FOR LENT?   We have all had an almost continuous Lent since lockdown in March 2020. We have all had to give up many things: social occasions, family gatherings, visits, entertainments, travel, holidays. For many people, although not all, there has been plenty of time to reflect on our lives. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY




I would suggest that this Lent we concentrate just on giving more time to prayer, reflection, meditation on the Scriptures. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed after Mass during selected weekdays. We may not be able to visit the sick and lonely, but we could give them a phone call. We could do more works of charity. We are coming, we hope, towards the end of a cold and bitter winter. Spring will soon be here. The Lord wants us to stay well in mind and body. Therefore, we need to look after ourselves carefully. You can watch livestreamed Mass from St Gregory’s, St Chad’s and St Joseph’s Harper’s Lane, as well as from hundreds of other churches around the country. 
There will be prayer materials on the 5 Precious Wounds of Jesus, Prayer to Jesus in Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, The Holy Rosary and Litany of The Sacred Passion. If you take a prayer sheet, PLEASE KEEP IT. You can use it on subsequent prayer visits. To prevent infection, please do not share or leave the prayer sheets behind. We must not be too harsh with ourselves and look after ourselves carefully, even in Lent.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASH WEDNESDAY

[image: image3.png]Asthe mffeﬁngs
of christ
aboundinus+

soalso through-
Christ.

“Docesour
comfortabou%



The distribution of ashes this year is different from what we are used to. Ashes will be blessed and distributed at the end of Mass, when you are leaving the church. There will be a tray and a container of ashes in the narthex. You should take a clean cotton wool bud, dip it in the ashes and put a Cross on your own forehead. Then dispose of the cotton wool bud in the bag provided. Please leave the church without grouping outside. Thank you. While people are waiting for the ashes, maintain the two metres distance from one another. The stewards will assist you. Ash Wednesday is a day of fast (ages 14-59) and abstinence from meat (age 14 upwards).
STATIONS OF THE CROSS will commence on Friday 19th February at 11.30. Please go to your place and stay in your place during Stations of the Cross. There will NOT be a procession around the church this year. Also, there will not be Evening Prayer and Stations on Friday evenings during Lent.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY
We pray for women who are victims of violence, that they may be protected by society and have their sufferings considered and heeded.
GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK: After 13 years of service in Liverpool Archdiocese, as our previous Surveyor and then Archdiocesan Lead Surveyor for Health and Safety, we wish Mr Kevin Harvey all the very best in the future and his new goals. Thank you for your service and looking after St Mary’s. God bless you and St Joseph look after you.
