CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, The ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

KNITTED HEARTS: We have received requests for more hearts. Thank you.
BEWARE: There are numerous telephone scams at present, particularly those telling you your internet connection will shortly be cut off due to illegal activity. Ignore these calls and block the numbers if you have that facility. The danger is that if you press 1 to ring back, you are put through to a premium rate phone line at £x/minute. Please be very careful and be aware of these scams. Never give anyone your bank passwords or numerical codes. Do not become a victim of a scam. 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: Thank you to everyone who has sent in their Gift Aid envelopes and offerings. It is truly appreciated in these times of hardship
ABOUT THE GOSPEL: A talent (Ancient Greek τάλαντον, talanton 'scale' and 'balance') was a unit of weight of approximately 80 pounds (36 kg), and when used as a unit of money, was valued for that weight of silver. As a unit of currency, a talent was worth about 6,000 denarii. A denarius was the usual payment for a day's labour. At one denarius per day, a single talent was therefore worth 16 years of labour.
“Choose your leaders with wisdom and forethought.
To be led by a coward is to be controlled by all that the coward fears.
To be led by a fool is to be led by the opportunists who control the fool.
To be led by a thief is to offer up your most precious treasures to be stolen.
To be led by a liar is to ask to be told lies.
To be led by a tyrant is to sell yourself and those you love into slavery.” 
― Octavia E. Butler, Parable of the Talents
THANK YOU to everyone who came and helped clean the church on Friday. You are all fantastic people, and we are very lucky to have so many willing hands to help.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER

May the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence, always serve mankind.

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office:  11.00 -13.00, 14.00 -16.00 Tues – Fri.
Other times – By appointment only.
PARISH CENTRE: closed until the Lockdown is lifted. 
270122 or 07971 025985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of Heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out.

‘The man who had received the five talents promptly went and traded with them and made five more. The man who had received two made two more in the same way. But the man who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.

‘Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went through his accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I have made.”

‘His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.”

‘Next the man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with two talents; here are two more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.”

‘Last came forward the man who had the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”’ Matthew 25:14-30

PUBLIC MASSES ARE REGRETTABLY SUSPENDED UNTIL 2ND DECEMBER.  DAILY MASS IS CELEBRATED PRIVATELY ON NOVEMBER WEEKDAYS FOR THOSE ON THE PIOUS LIST (EXCEPT FUNERALS)
AND ON SUNDAYS FOR PARISHIONERS.

Sun 15th 
SUNDAY XXXIII
09.30-10.30
Church open for Private Prayer
Mon 16th 
St Edmund of Canterbury, St Margaret of Scotland, St Gertrude.
12.30
Requiem Mass - Robert (Bob) Barnes (family and invited guests only) 
Tues 17th
St Hilda, St Hugh of Lincoln, St Elizabeth of Hungary
                   
Requiem Mass – Ann-Marie Hartley (St Joseph’s Anderton)

Wed 18th
Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul
Thurs 19th 
 
Fri 20th 

Sat 21st      
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Sun 22nd  
SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, UNIVERSAL KING
11.00-13.00    Church open for Private Prayer
FR MARSDEN: will be helping Fr Graeme Dunn by celebrating Holy Mass at 11.00 on Sunday 15th November, at 09.30 on 22nd November, and at 11.00 on 29th November at St Gregory’s Chorley via Livestream.
Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain,  Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Elmo, Paul Eastham, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, baby Hope, Jacob Hughes, Kathleen Joyce, Edward Lacey, Debbie MacFarlane, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Mike Simpson, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Marie Cannon, Peter Nelson, Elizabeth Green, Sarah Maher.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Robert (Bob) Barnes (84) who died on 1st November in Chorley Hospital. Requiem Mass is on Monday 16th November at 12.30 followed by committal at Charnock Richard Crematorium. Ann–Marie Hartley (81) off Calder Avenue, who died on 8th November at Wigan Royal Infirmary. Requiem Mass will be at St Joseph’s Anderton on Tuesday 17th November at 12.00 noon followed by burial in the church cemetery. John Saurin (83) of Blackburn. No further details available. 
Please note: family and invited friends only to any funeral. Limitation on numbers is strictly 30.
INDULGENCES FOR THE HOLY SOULS DURING NOVEMBER 2020: Obtained by visiting a cemetery and praying, even only mentally, for the deceased throughout November. If you cannot leave your house, you can pray in your room and still receive the Indulgence.
Q&A:  Is the church open for Private Prayer? Yes, it is, but just the foyer. Mon – Fri. Usually 11.00-14.00, possibly sometimes longer. Try the door. There are kneelers but no chairs. Try not to touch anything else and sanitize the kneelers before/after use. Dispose of the blue roll in the black bag. Gel your hands. Thank you. 

Can I give my Mass Intentions in? Yes, you can. Please pop the envelope through the presbytery door.

Will the Mass Intentions be said on the day requested? All Mass Intentions are several weeks late because of the COVID Restrictions on the church. We will catch up as soon as possible.
How can I help others? Chorley Foodbank needs donations for Christmas food parcels. Please take your donations directly to Living Waters on Tues and Fri 09.30 – 2.00pm. It will be very much appreciated. Also, you may want to donate a toy for Christmas, to Chorley Buddies at St Gregory’s. Please take your gifts directly to St Gregory’s. Thank you.
How can I help patients in hospital? Could we have some more red hearts please. We have enough premmie baby hats for the moment. If you could also offer a decade of the rosary for the sick and those who care for them and for the dying, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Thank you very much. 
How can I help my neighbour? You may want to plan a telephone conversation with someone and have tea and biscuits over the phone. It is good to talk!

MASS IS LIVESTREAMED: https://www.churchservices.tv/   You can try the Bournemouth Oratory, Arundel, Portsmouth, Northampton, Salford or Shrewsbury Cathedrals, Ealing Abbey, Walsingham shrine and many others. And of course St Gregory’s, St Joseph’s Harpers Lane, St Joseph’s Withnell, St Mary’s Leyland and St Mary’s Brownedge closer at hand.  mass-online.org has lots of churches in the USA, Ireland and further afield. 
Newsletters and newspapers are available in the plastic box in the outdoor porch, or inside the foyer. The church is open for Private Prayer from 11.00 – 14.00 weekdays and sometimes longer. Please remember to sign the Track and Trace list and gel your hands. If you use the kneeler, please sanitise before and after use. 
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NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY 2020 takes place on Sunday 22nd November, the feast of Christ the King. We ask our parish families to spend some time with their children and talk about Jesus, Faith and commitment to their Catholic heritage. We thank God for all our young people, and we pray that they will make the right choices and be protected in all that they do. Little people soon become big people, and time moves so fast. God preserve them and may Our Lady and St Joseph watch over them. Amen.

