CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, The ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.

PARISH CENTRE RE-OPENING:  The parish centre is reopened from Thursdays to Sundays. Please note that there are new opening times during these days. Thank you.
PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING, FOR ALL OUR SAKES: Get Chorley clear of the virus. We have seen too many new infections especially in Blackburn, but also in parts of Greater Manchester and West Lancashire. Preston is also causing concern. We don’t want another lockdown, so we must be careful, given that we are surrounded on three sides by worse-infected areas.  
THE FRIENDS OF UGANDA are seeking new committee members and the position of Treasurer will becoming vacant at the end of September.  If anyone is interested, please contact any member of the committee.
CONGRATULATIONS to Kevin and Cheryl Richmond who were married here yesterday. God bless you and your family.
GATE CLOSURE: Please note that the side gate by the bowling green will be locked each Monday until Thursday. We have noticed an increase in numbers of people taking short cuts and that includes youths who cross the bowling green and leave their rubbish scattered around.
UNWELCOMED VISITORS ON THE ROOF: Last Tuesday afternoon, we had two young boys on the roof and one young girl sat on the Court wall acting as a look out. Very bold in the middle of the afternoon!  Please keep an eye on the roof and please ring the Police if you see anything suspicious. Thank you.
CONGRATULATIONS to everyone who got their exam results and well done in your achievements. We all know that it has been a very strange academic year. I hope you did well and got what you wanted. Please take time to take care of your friends who did not get the results they wanted. Remember that you are loved by your family. Good luck to BTEC students for next week.
The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for August
“May all those whose livelihoods depend on the sea, 

be blessed and kept safe from all harm.

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office now open:  10.30 -13.00, 14.00 -16.00 Mon – Fri.
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971 025985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said, ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.               Matthew 16:13-20     
Mon-Fri 11.00-13.00  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament except for 12.00 Mass
Sat 22nd 

The Queenship of Mary
12.00                 Nuptial Mass – Kevin Richmond and Cheryl Davies 
13.00                 Baptism – Katie Ada Richmond 
16.00-16.45

Open-air Confessions – presbytery garden, house porch if raining.

17.00

Mass – Dorothy Boyle (LD)

Sun 23rd 
     XXI SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
10.00                 Mass – Parishioners
Mon 24th   
      St Bartholomew, Apostle
12.00

Mass – Mary McDaid (A)
Tues 25th 
     
St Louis, King and St Joseph Calasanz 
12.00

Mass – Richard James Riordan (A)
Wed 26th    
Bl. Dominic Barberi, St David Lewis
12.00

Mass – Julie and Philip Burns (Ruby Wedding Anniversary)
Thurs 27th    
St Monica
12.00

Mass – Philip Burgess
Fri 28th 
St Augustine of Hippo
12.00

Mass – Deceased Members of the McCrory Family
Sat 29th             Passion of St John the Baptist 
16.00-16.45

Open-air Confessions – presbytery garden, house porch if raining.

17.00

Mass – Brian Hough RIP (birthday remembrance)
Sun 30th 

XXII SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  
10.00

Mass – Frederick and Ivy Hubberstey (A)
Please pray for the sick and the housebound:   Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Mgr Tony Dennick, Yvonne Finlayson, Carol Focske, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Jacob Hughes, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane, Fr Malcolm Prince, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Margaret Berry (81) from Devonshire Court. Funeral at St Gregory’s Chorley at 12.00 noon on Wednesday 26th August. Eternal rest grant onto her, O Lord….
ANNIVERSARIES: Mary McDaid, Frederick and Ivy Hubberstey, Thomas Gunn.
STEWARDS FOR MASSES: We need more volunteers to help us out, especially Saturday Vigil Mass and Sunday mornings THANK YOU.
CHORLEY TOGETHER COMMUNITY SUPPORT:  Call 01257 515151 and press zero when prompted, or email contact@chorley.gov.uk    

HOLY MASS CAN BE VIEWED BY INTERNET STREAMING:  All Masses from St Gregory’s are streamed: Weekend Mass: Sat 18.00, Sun 09.30, 11.00 and 18.30  

Weekday Mass Mon - Fri.: 08:30 and 12 noon   Sat. 08.30. Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament daily 13.00-16.00 with Rosary 13.00. Fr. Stanley at St Joseph’s Chorley is now streaming all his Masses. See www.churchservices.tv/churches/  for both local parishes. EWTN Catholic TV is on Sky 589, or available on satellites Astra 2G and Hotbird 13D. Or by internet: See ewtn.co.uk/get-EWTN. 
Public Masses at St Gregory’s are Mon–Sat 08.30. Sun: 09.30. St Bede’s and St Chad’s are also open, as is St Oswald’s Coppull

ONLINE GIVING: There is a new online giving facility to our parish at
https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-mary-chorley - you can donate directly to our parish. Just click on the link and follow the instructions. Thank you very much. 
WEDDING BOOKINGS: We are taking bookings for weddings and convalidations. Please phone the Parish Office on 01257 262537 for more information. The Government restricts numbers at weddings and baptisms to 30 people. Small is beautiful and think of all that money you will be saving!!

BAPTISMS: If you would like your child baptised, please make arrangements through the Parish Office.

Welcome into God’s Church the children who were recently baptised. Patryk Mateusz Baran, Esme Jane Cooke, Oliver Majda, Teddy Adams, Katie Ada Richmond.
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GOSPEL MEDITATION: “Who do you say that I am?” is the question Jesus addresses to every person alive. Everyone is challenged to give an answer, and to live out the consequences of that answer. Who was He who healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, made the lame walk, cast out demons, forgave sins, knew men’s hearts, commanded the wind and sea and they obeyed, called God “Abba”, his Father, claimed: “Before Abraham ever was, I AM,” and demands an allegiance stronger than that we owe to spouses and family. Only God has the right and the power to do all this. 

It was by a gift of grace from above that Simon bar Jonah came to the correct conclusion: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
Jesus now gives Simon a new name, Kephas (in Aramaic), Rock, Peter. In the Bible, a new name means a new mission. So Jesus in effect says to Simon: “You are Rock, and on this Rock I will build my Church.”  A Church which will stand until the end of time, and never be destroyed by the powers of hell. 

Furthermore Peter is given the keys of the kingdom, the primacy over the whole church of Christ. The primacy of Peter runs through the New Testament like the letters through a stick of Blackpool rock. He is mentioned no less than 210 times. The Apostle next most referred to of the Twelve is John, 29 times.

Peter heads every list of the twelve Apostles. He was present at the Transfiguration on Tabor and in Gethsemane at the Agony in the Garden. Only for Peter does Jesus pay the half-shekel Temple tax, in the mouth of the fish caught in the lake. Peter alone walks on water (temporarily). Jesus says that he prayed especially for Peter, so that although Satan desired to sift the Apostles like wheat, once Peter had recovered he might “strengthen the brethren.”  

Jesus appeared to Peter especially after the Resurrection. In Acts, Peter works many miracles. He heals the crippled beggar at the Beautiful Gate, is rescued miraculously from prison. The cancelling of the kosher laws and the opening of the Church to the Gentiles are both revealed to Peter (Acts 10-11), and it is he who speaks for all the Apostles in giving the conclusions of the Council of Jerusalem. 

Jesus founded his Church as a visible institution on Peter and the Eleven, but Peter as the final reference point. The 265 successors of Peter, the Popes or bishops of Rome, still discharge that Petrine office. All Christians should be in communion with them, that is God’s plan, although sadly because of the sins of history, it is not fulfilled. Let us pray for the unity of all Christians with the Vicar of Peter, the Vicar of Christ. . 
