CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. Please, by making a request for the visit, make sure that the ward staff understand that you would like the RC Chaplain to come and administer the Sacraments to your loved one, The ward staff will call the Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
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QUOTATIONS FROM HOLY FATHER ST BENEDICT 

He who labours as he prays, lifts his heart to God with his hands.

Whenever you begin any good work you should first of all make a most pressing appeal to Christ our Lord to bring it to perfection.

Listen and attend with the ear of your heart.

Be careful to be gentle, lest in removing the rust, you break the whole instrument.

There is nothing better to display the truth in an excellent light, than a clear and simple statement of facts.

He should first show them in deeds rather than words all that is good and holy.

Idleness is the enemy of the soul; and therefore the brethren ought to be employed in manual labour at certain times, at others, in devout reading.

Prayer ought to be short and pure, unless it be prolonged by the inspiration of Divine grace.

The first step of humility is unhesitating obedience which comes naturally to those who cherish Christ above all.

Girded with faith and the performance of good works, let us follow in his [Jesus] paths by the guidance of the Gospel.

To attribute to God, and not to self, whatever good one sees in oneself; but to recognize always that the evil is one's own doing, and to impute it on one's self.

It is useless to subdue the flesh by abstinence, unless one gives up his irregular life, and abandons vices which defile his soul.

The sleepy like to make excuses.

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS FOR JULY:  We pray that today's families may be accompanied with love, respect, and guidance. 
Parish Priest : Fr. Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office now open:  10.30-13.00, 14.00-16.00 Mon – Fri.
Parish Centre: CLOSED 
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
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Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do. Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, just as no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

  ‘Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden light.’  Matthew 11:25-30  

Sun 5th 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A)

Private Mass – Parishioners 
Mon-Fri 

11.00-13.00       Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 


except during 12.00 Mass

Mon 6th   

St Maria Goretti, Virgin, Martyr  
12.00

Public Mass - Jim Walmsley

Tues 7th

Saint Hedda, bishop (705)

12.00

Mass – Simon Mullen (A) 

Wed 8th
12.00

Mass - Donald Vigar (A)         
Thurs 9th

Ss Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest and companions, Chinese Martyrs
12.00

Mass - deceased members of McCrory family
Fri 10th  

12.00

Mass  & Funeral - Michael Charles Cheston, followed by interment in 



Chorley Cemetery
Sat 11th

St Benedict, Patron of Europe 
16.00-16.45

Open-air Confessions – presbytery garden, provided not raining.

17.00

Mass – James Woods (LD)

Sun 12th

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
10.30

Mass – Parishioners 
Please pray for the sick and the housebound:   Emily Atkins, Margaret Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Mgr Tony Dennick, Yvonne Finlayson, Carol Focske, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Jacob Hughes, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane, Lilly Plumb, Fr Malcolm Prince, Molly Redhead, Canon Bert Shaw, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Ann Woodruff, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: 
Michael Charles Cheston (61), husband of Barbara, son of Maureen, father of Tracy, died suddenly at home on Thurs 25th June. Funeral Service on Friday 10th July at 12.00 followed by burial at Chorley cemetery.  
Fr Bernard Eager (85), retired Parish Priest of St Catherine of Siena, Lowton, nr Leigh, in the 61st year of his priesthood. Funeral Wed 8th July at 13.30 at Corpus Christi, Rainford, with the Archbishop presiding.  
Mgr Georg Ratzinger (96), brother of Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI, died 1st July in Regensburg. 
Safeguarding Reps: Kinga Grzeczynska, Simon Eccles, Alison O’ Keeffe

FR KENNY HYDE CELEBRATES HIS SILVER JUBILEE this Wednesday, July 8th. We wish him every blessing. Cards please to St Gregory’s. It is a long time since he worked in this parish as a curate back in the mid-1990’s with Canon Mullen. In September Fr Kenny is due to take over as Parish Priest of St Richard’s Skelmersdale. Ad multos annos. 
STATEMENT ABOUT MASS TIMES IN CHORLEY
Following our Deanery Meeting on Tuesday 30th June, it was decided by the Deanery Priests that St Mary’s and St Gregory’s will open for Public Masses on Monday 6th July. This decision is based on considering the size of the churches, the capacity of seating areas, all the H&S requirements, Risk Assessments and the number of volunteers to assist at each Mass. The decision has been taken with caution because we all know that the COVID-19 virus is still around. We would like you to feel safe and comfortable.
HEALTH AND SAFETY RULES AT ST MARY’S CHORLEY
When you come to St Mary’s please follow the instructions of our volunteers who will be happy to offer you gel for your hands and show you to your seating area. You must wear a mask. Please note that there are no toilet facilities available. You will also be offered gel when leaving the church. Holy Communion will only be given on the hand and the Chalice will not be available. There will be no singing or handshakes.  Church capacity is 120 and no more than that can be admitted at one time. 
Please observe social distancing. 1 metre is the legal minimum but better to keep to 2 metres if you can. There is no holy water in the stoops. Please do not put your fingers in the stoops. Thank you.
Once you have left the church, we ask you not to stand outside and chat. For your own safety, please carry on with your plans for the day. Holy Mass during the week can be offered as your Sunday Mass. Therefore, we would like to spread out the amount of people coming to the Masses over 7 days. It is very important that you DO NOT come to church if you are not well for any reason. We may check temperatures, and anyone persistently coughing will be asked to leave. Please seek medical advice and get better soon. 
We would like more volunteers to help us out. Please ring the parish office for more details. 01257 262537. Conditions as to age and status of health apply.
CONFESSIONS: Provided weather permits, Confessions will be heard by Fr Marsden in the presbytery garden, through the ivy-covered trellis. Please stand by the garden gate. Those waiting please keep their distance so penitents cannot be overheard. Thank you. Saturday 16.00–16.45.

ST MARY’S CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER AND ADORATION OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT from 11.00 – 13.00; Monday – Friday. Holy Mass will be offered at 12.00. Please note that as from 11th July, there is no Private Prayer on Saturdays and no midday Mass, but evening Mass instead.
LIVESTREAM MASSES FROM ST GREGORY’S WELD BANK:  continue as before Sat: 18.00. Sun: 09.30, 11.00 and 18.30. Weekdays: Mass 08.30 and 12 noon. Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament daily 13.00 – 16.00. Rosary daily at 13.00. Public Masses Mon – Sat 08.30. Sun: 09.30.
MASS OFFERINGS; Envelopes are available for Mass Offerings if you want a Mass offered for a particular intention, anniversary, birthday or person. 

“SHOULDER MY YOKE” is probably one of the Lord’s more famous sayings – but when did we last stop to think what it actually means? A yoke is a device which ties two beasts of burden together – oxen, donkeys, camels, horses – so that they can share the task of pulling a heavy weight. The image of a yoke has been used in the past to talk about oppression or enslavement – we are forced to do things we do not want to do. But the yoke of Jesus is different, if we submit to him. But there is something more: normally a yoke ties two animals together. So who is on the other side of Jesus’ yoke? Surely Jesus himself! This is why his yoke is easy and the burden light – because he carries it with us. This is, after all the meaning of his whole life on this earth, even to death on the cross.” So when Jesus says, “come to me, you who are overburdened,” it is not just words: he is slipping into the yoke of grief, unemployment, injustice, conflict, fear and suffering, to carry side by side with us, the weights and woes of life. The picture on the front of this newsletter shows the Lord carrying the yoke with us. 
PRAYER AS WE MOVE FORWARD AND OPEN OUR DOORS
O Lord, our redemption. Be our protection. Direct our minds by your gracious presence. Watch over our paths and guide us with your love through the hidden snares of life. Fix our hearts on you as we go forward, and following in faith, arrive at your goal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ONLINE GIVING: There is a new online giving facility to our parish at
https://donate.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/st-mary-chorley - you can donate directly to our parish. Just click on the link and follow the instructions. Thank you very much.
HOW CAN I HELP ST MARY’S? There are several jobs that need doing in the parish grounds. If you are willing to help, please ring the parish office. You do not need to be a parishioner at St Mary’s, after all, we are all in this together! 
