 CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish, Fulwood or elsewhere. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T.  01942 822324.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo will be on 14th January 2020 at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. There is an appeal for help with the Bingo evenings.  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION: Note for parents:  The next Yr 4 catechesis is 26th January following the 10.30 Holy Masses. Then, 9th Feb. 1st and 15th March, 26th April and 17th May.
CHRISTIAN UNITY WEEK: every January we come together to pray for Christian Unity. This year St Peter’s Church on Harpers Lane are holding a prayer service for Christian Unity on Sunday 26th January at 18.30. Please consider attending. The poster is on the notice board in the narthex. 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION FOR 2020 WEDDINGS: - Saturday 14th March 2020 – 09.30-16.00   St Mary's Parish Centre, Broadfield Drive, Leyland PR25 1PD. There are plenty of other dates but mostly in Liverpool. 

See http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/Book-Marriage-Preparation-Course
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RECEPTION CLASS VISIT: thank you very much to Mrs Singleton, class parents and the children of the Reception Class for coming to Mass and seeing the church on Wednesday morning. The children were very well behaved and asked some very interesting questions about the church. They went up into the choir loft and heard Fr Marsden playing the organ. During the talk about the main Altar, the children were informed that St Mary’s is a church within the Archdiocese of Liverpool. They were asked if they knew where Liverpool was. One child immediately answered ‘They are top of the Premier League’. Full marks and correct answer.  
PARKING; Please be aware that the funerals in the next two weeks are expected to be well attended. Please do not park your cars on parish grounds when there is a funeral. We ask you to use the town car parks available on either side of the church.

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Marsden VF
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org  
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC.  Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
19th January 2020
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#STANDTOGETHER




Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. This is the one I spoke of when I said: A man is coming after me who ranks before me because he existed before me. I did not know him myself, and yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I came baptising with water.’ John also declared, ‘I saw the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a dove and resting on him. I did not know him myself, but he who sent me to baptise with water had said to me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’ 
                                          John 1:29-34 

Sun 19th
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (p 125) Peace Day
18.15      
Mass – Clarke and Tingy Families
08.00          
Mass – Parishioners
10.30       
Mass – Andrew Waddington RIP

Mon 20th
St Fabian Pope, St Sebastian, Martyr
08.40             
Morning Prayer
09.00                   Mass – Peter Whittle (A)            

Tues 21st
St Agnes
09.30 – 11.45
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00              
Mass – Barbara (A) and Leonard (A) Green
Wed 22nd            St Vincent, Martyr   
09.30             
Morning Prayer
10.00                 Requiem Mass – Sheila Masterson
Thurs 23rd
 
12.00             
Mass – John Bernard Doyle (A)
Fri 24th
St Francis de Sales
09.30–10.45  
Morning Prayer and Exposition
11.30             
Requiem Mass – John Cowdall        

Sat 25th               THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL
11.00            
Holocaust Memorial Service at the Cenotaph in Astley Park
12.00          
Mass – Alan Willetts Sp Int 
12.40
Confessions as required 
Sun 26th
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (p 127)
18.15      
Mass – Albert Harvey (A)
08.00          
Mass – Francis and Edith Bleasdale (A)
10.30       
Mass – Joseph (A) and Marie Kenyon RIP
11.45           
Baptism Ava – Grace Liptrott 

11.45 -12.45  
Yr 4 Sacramental Programme catechesis in parish centre

14.00         
Msza Swiẹta po polsku
18.00              
St Mary’s Friends of Uganda meeting in presbytery meeting room

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Kevin Bailey, Brigid Cain, Michael Carter, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, James Dawber, Yvonne Finlayson, Carol Focske, Desmond Gorman, Anne Higginson, Eileen Howard, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Fr Malcolm Prince, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Derek Smith, Eileen Snape, Maureen Sweeney, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: John Cowdall (79) who died suddenly on 10th January. Requiem Mass on Friday 24th January at 11.30am followed by burial in Preston Cemetery. Alexander Michael Carus (88) who died at home on 14th January. Requiem Mass will be on Tuesday 28th January at 12.00 noon, followed by burial in Chorley Cemetery. 
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: Last Sunday it was £906 of which £490 was Gift Aided. Heating Fund raised £139.Thank you for your great generosity. God bless you.
ANNIVERSARIES:  Ellen Southworth, Peter Whittle, Barbara and Leonard Green, John Bernard Doyle, Albert Harvey, Francis and Edith Bleasdale, Joseph Kenyon.
READERS:18/19: 18:15: Ian McLelland. 08.00: John Gunn. 10.30: Sr Cecilia.
                  25/26: 18.15: Eileen McCarrick. 08.00: John Gunn. 10.30: Margaret Rossall. 

The new Readers’ Rota will be ready soon. Anyone who would like to retire from the Rota please inform the parish office. We always welcome new readers. If you would like to read at Masses, please contact John Gunn or the parish office. Thank you.
BIBLE STUDY GROUP meets not this but the following Wednesday 29th January at 16.00, looking at St Matthew’s Gospel chapter 5. Everybody welcome, please spread the word.

BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses. Next baptismal preparation session Monday 27th January at 19.00 in the presbytery. 

DIACONATE IN LIVERPOOL ARCHDIOCESE:  His Grace, our Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP, will host an evening for men who may be wondering about becoming a deacon. Wednesday 5th February at 19.30 -21.00 at St Joseph’s Wrightington. More information on the poster in the narthex. 
NOTICE:  Several Mass Intentions have had to be moved because of the funerals. Please note that if your Mass intention has been moved to the next available date in the diary. Sorry for any inconvenience.
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL SERVICE will be on Saturday 25th January in Astley Park, commencing at 11.00am. Fr Marsden will lead the Service with the Chorley Clergy. It is the 75th Anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz- Birkenau. The Nazis murdered about 10 million people during the World War II conflict. The concentration camps were factories of death and destroyers of lives. If the memory dies or is forgotten, then people will not be able to recognise the warning signs of it happening again. There are 6 survivors of the Holocaust alive today in Israel. They say ‘We did not win, but we taught our grandkids’ 
The theme for this year is Stand Together. 
 It is also the 25th Anniversary of the genocide in Bosnia. Approximately 8000 Muslim men and boys were murdered in Srebrenica.  This genocide was the worst in Europe since WWII.
MEDITATION: The Sunday Gospel is John 1:29-34. St John the Baptist was an example of a ‘bridegroom’s friend’, as Christ’s excellent and exemplary witness. The Baptist’s pre-eminent testimony was affirmed in two ways: firstly with regard to its content and secondly with respect to its style.

1. Re-content: the Baptist identified Jesus as ‘the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world’ (Jn 1:29). Anticipating Jesus’ messianic and salvific role, each of the four evangelists start their Gospels with the Baptist’s words. The Lamb represents salvation. The Paschal Lamb was the offering the Israelites sacrificed to the Lord on Passover night. Its blood protected them from the Angel of Death, which slew the first-born males throughout Egypt. The Lamb recalls the suffering servant of the Lord, the Messiah described by the Prophet Isaiah, ‘like a lamb led to the slaughter-house, like a sheep dumb before its shearers’ (Is 53:7). The Lamb recalls the image of the Victorious Lamb in the Book of the Apocalypse who at the end of time will definitively destroy evil and sin. John the Baptist is therefore, an authoritative witness who knew Jesus’ exact identity and why He came amongst men.

2. Re-style, St John’s Gospel (cfr Jn 3:28-29) presents St John the Baptist through the image of the ‘bridegroom’s friend’. He bears witness, yet is not central to the events unfolding. His testimony centres on Christ. John points out the presence of the Lord and then steps aside. ‘I am not the Christ’ he says, going on to affirm ‘I am the one who has been sent to go in front of him. 'It is the bridegroom who has the bride; and yet the bridegroom's friend, who stands there and listens to him, is filled with joy at the bridegroom's voice. This is the joy I feel, and it is complete. He must grow greater, I must grow less.’ (Jn 3:28-30)
Today’s Gospel offers us an eloquent example to imitate, so that we also can become Christ’s authoritative witnesses. This needs the knowledge of Christ that is cultivated through prayer, the sacramental and ecclesial life, reading good books and edifying friendships. Secondly, the constant attributes of a ‘bridegroom’s friend’ who goes in search of the Groom through the virtue of humility because always, in everyone’s life, Christ must increase and we must decrease. 
