CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on-call priest. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435, or in emergency please ask the staff to contact the on-call priest from St Clare’s Parish or elsewhere. 
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 30th April at 19.45 in the Parish Centre.        
BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses. 
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
15.00 Chaplet of Divine Mercy, followed by individual Confessions, Rosary and Holy Mass. 
Everybody welcome.
Sacred Heart, Brooke Street.

 PR6 ONG.
"God loves each of us as if there were only one of us." - St. Augustine
"Easter says you can put truth in a grave, but it won't stay there." - Clarence W. Hall 
"Easter was when Hope in person surprised the whole world by coming forward from the future into the present." - N.T. Wright
"Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our song." - Pope St John Paul II
MEAT BINGO in aid of coach 5 youth pilgrimage to Lourdes. St Joseph’s Parish Centre, Friday 3rd May at 19.30. 50p entrance including free raffle ticket. All welcome.
'EASTER DUTIES' -  A TIMELY REMINDER
'The Church obliges the faithful to take part in the Divine Liturgy on Sundays and feast days and, prepared by the sacrament of Reconciliation, to receive the Eucharist at least once a year, if possible,  during the Easter season.’  (Catechism Article 1389)

Parish Priest:  Francis Marsden
 Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
[Outside of these times by appointment only]
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
St Mary’s Catholic Church Chorley
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                                                                          In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 

‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:

‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name.

Sun 28th       
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
08.00            
Mass – Sp. Int. (GP)

10.30              
Mass - Gerard Prior RIP   

14.00           
Msza Swiẹta po polsku   

15.00             
Sacred Heart, Divine Mercy Service and Mass
Mon 29th
St Catherine of Siena
08.40             
Morning Prayer

09.00      
Mass – Bernard Worden (F)
19.30 -21.00 
Synod Meeting for parish representatives in the parish centre

Tues 30th

09.30 – 11.45
Morning Prayer and Exposition

12.00             
Mass – Pat McCrory RIP
Wed 1st May
St Joseph the Worker 
08.40              
Morning Prayer
09.00             
Mass – Arthur Johnson (F)
Thurs 2nd
St Athanasius
12.00             
Mass – Eileen Procter (LD)
Fri 3rd
SS Philip and James, Apostles 
09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition

11.30                  
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

12.00            
Mass – Margaret, Mark, Karen Turner (RIP)
Sat 4th
The English Martyrs
11.00 -11.45   
Confessions

12.00           
Mass – Marie Worden (F)
Sun 5th           
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
18.15          
Mass – Lawrence and Violet Moore (F)
08.00          
Mass – James and Kathleen Gorman (F)
10.30       
Mass – Eileen Snape (sick) 
11.45
Catechesis for First Holy Communions Year 4 families 

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Dcn David Balmer,  Brigid Cain, Michael Carter, Michael Collins, Hughie Daly, Daniel Donegan, Yvonne Finlayson, Desmond Gorman, Danny Harrison, Anne Higginson, Lynda Keeley, Doreen Lang, Hilda Łopaczynski, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Marie McClelland, Kathleen Mitchell, Fr Malcolm Prince, Canon Bert Shaw, Doris Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Eileen Snape, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: The Easter collection was £1461 of which £764 was Gift Aided. Thank you for your continuous generosity. The Good Friday Holy Places collection was £473. Donations for the Easter flowers and candles is still open and will be gratefully received.
ANNIVERSARIES: Millie Gent, Mary Wallbank, Florence Knowles
READERS:  
27/28 April: 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska. 08.00: Anthony Calderbank. 10.30: Sr Cecilia.
06/07 May:  18.15: Angela Simm. 08.00: Greta Fazakerley. 10.30: Hilary Carter.
CHORLEY FOODBANK: There is a reported increase in the number of families who are relying on the generosity and good will of people to donate food to the Foodbank. Please remember people who are less fortunate than yourself and please give generously. UHT milk, cereals, tins of meat and fish, veg, toothpaste and toiletries. 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped prepare the church for Easter. We have received many complimentary comments, and this is as a result of all your hard work and the generosity of giving your time up for St Mary’s. God bless you all.
NEAR MISS INCIDENT: You may be aware that on Easter Saturday afternoon, we had a very concerning incident in the back sacristy. One of the light fittings attached to the wooden ceiling burned out and blew the fuses. The burning smell was overpowering, and we had to vent the area. An electrician disabled the light and we have been advised to change all the ceiling lights in the back sacristy. The cost will be about £500. We were extremely lucky that the wooden ceiling did not set on fire. St Joseph looked after us and we pray to him to keep looking after our beautiful church.
How to Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet

You can use regular Rosary beads or your fingers for this prayer.
Step 1: Intro Prayer   Make the Sign of the Cross, then say the following prayer:  “You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.

(Repeat three times) O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You!”
Step 2: First Three Prayers

On the first three beads above the crucifix pray, one Our Father, one Hail Mary and The Apostles Creed.

Step 3: Eternal Father Prayer

Then on the first Our Father Bead say the Eternal Father prayer:

“Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Thy dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.”

Step 4: Sorrowful Passion Prayer

After each Eternal Father prayer, on the ten Hail Mary Beads say the following prayer:

“For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.”         (Repeat Steps 3 and 4 for all five decades).

Step 5: Holy God Prayer    Say the Holy God prayer, repeated three times:

“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.”

Step 6: Concluding Prayer      Conclude with the closing prayer:

“Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion — inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself.”
