THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
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QUOTATIONS :

Jesus “did not separate himself from our condition, in fact, in his humanity, he took mankind with him in the intimacy of the Father, and so has revealed the final destination of our earthly pilgrimage,” Benedict XVI 

“Just as he came down from heaven for us, and for us suffered and died on the cross, so for us he rose again and ascended to God, who therefore is no longer distant, but ‘Our God,’ ‘Our Father.’” 

“The Ascension of Our Lord marks the fulfillment of salvation which began with the Incarnation,” ……it is  “the ultimate act of our deliverance from the yoke of sin.”

The Ascension also tells us that when we pray, “our humanity is brought to the heights of God, so every time we pray, the earth joins with Heaven.”

 “Not only is the immortality of the soul proclaimed, but also that of the flesh…..Today, in fact, not only are we confirmed possessors of paradise, but in Christ we also penetrated the heights of heaven.” Pope St. Leo the Great

NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT will commence on Friday 11th May. We will say the novena each day during Mass. 
FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS: We next meet on Friday 18th May at 14.00 in the presbytery. During the summer months, we will meet fortnightly
THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY
Evangelization – The Mission of Laity: That the lay faithful may fulfil their specific mission, by responding with creativity to the challenges that face the world today.
  Fr Francis Marsden  and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 Tel: 01257 262537 
E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk   
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Parish Office hours: Tues. Thurs, Fri. 09.30-11.55 and 2- 5. Wed. 10-1 and 2-4. 
OUTSIDE OF THESE TIMES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971025 985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)  
LIVERPOOL ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. Registered Charity No. 232709
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
6th May  2018

[image: image2.jpg]


Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Holy Father, keep those you have given me true to your name, so that they may be one like us. While I was with them, I kept those you had given me true to your name. I have watched over them and not one is lost except the one who chose to be lost, and this was to fulfil the scriptures.

But now I am coming to you and while still in the world I say these things to share my joy with them to the full. I passed your word on to them, and the world hated them, because they belong to the world no more than I belong to the world.

I am not asking you to remove them from the world, but to protect them from the evil one.

They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world, and for their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may be consecrated in truth
Sun 6th  
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (p.266)
Sat: 18.15       
Mass –  Austin and Mary Massa (F)
08.00
Mass – Thomas and Catherine Redhead RIP
10.30            
Mass – Deceased clergy who celebrated Mass here

                           Crowning of the Statue of Our Lady during Mass

Mon 7th     

08.40            
Morning Prayer
09.00               
Mass – Nicholas Smith RIP
Tues 8th   
 
09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00             
Mass – Edward Worsick Gabbott and Another (F)
Wed 9th
 
09.40          
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00              
Mass – Sr Isabel Miller (LD)
19.30          
Vigil Mass of the Ascension -  Francis Philip Sumner (F)                

Thurs 10th      
ASCENSION OF THE LORD - Holy Day of Obligation (pg. 269)
09.00          
Mass – Dr Rainford’s, Sumner and Wilson families RIP

                  
St Mary’s School attending

12.00     
Mass – Members of Walsh Family RIP
19.30
Mass at Sacred Heart, Chorley 

Fri 11th
 
09.30 -11.45     
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
12.00                  
Mass – Langton, Twist, Walsh & Riley Families RIP                          

Sat 12th
 
11.00           
Confessions

12.00              
Mass – Hart and Worden Families RIP
Sun 13th
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (p.266)
Sat: 18.15       
Mass – Ann Johnson RIP 
08.00
Mass – James Murphy (A)
10.30            
Mass – Gerald and Mary Wilcock RIP
11.45 -12.45   
Yr 4 Sacramental Programme Catechesis in church

 Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Jane Lerondeau, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES:. James Murphy, Bishop Kevin O’Connor, Canon John Tickle, Canon Peter Cronin, Fr Michael Lee LLB.
READERS:  May 05/06 18.15: Stan Wilson, 08.00: Anthony Calderbank, 10.30: John Daniels. 9th May Vigil for The Ascension 19.30: Marion Herbert. 10th May: 09.00: School Children. 12.00: Rota
May 12/13 18.15: Volunteer, 08.00: Greta Fazakerley, 10.30: Dr Jane Eccles
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: Last weekend was £860 of which £511 was Gift Aided.   The Priests’ Training Fund (a further) £330. This weekend we collect for the much needed Restoration Fund. 
Weekend of 12/13 May, there will be a special Archdiocesan collection for restoration works on our Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool. Thank you for all your generosity and good will. It is very much appreciated.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNICANTS: Please include the 36 youngsters in your prayers. The last catechesis session will be on 13th May (in church). Thank you to all the parents, carers, grandparents for coming to the preparation sessions, which have been held since September 2017.
SONG AND DANCE FOR ROSEMERE: On Friday 11th May, commencing at 19.30 there will a fundraiser for Rosemere at our Parish Centre. Tickets are £6.00 including hot pot or butter pie. Music is provided by Sean Leonard and Lindsay Marie and there will be an opportunity for sing and dancing and also a giant tombola and raffle. Further information is available from Denis – 07759158744.
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD is celebrated on Thursday 10th May (Vigil Mass 19.30 on Wednesday). Could I please remind you that this is a Holyday of Obligation. You are exempt if you are ill or housebound or you are looking after someone who is sick. Otherwise, as Roman Catholics, we are obliged to attend Mass on this important Feastday. 

BAPTISMS: In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the Sunday Masses. 
CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph's Presbytery, 01257 262713, if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In an emergency ask the staff to bleep the on call Priest.

ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 8th May at 19.45 in the Parish Centre. 
MAY IS THE MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY: I am very grateful to the parishioners who lead the Rosary. Please remember to offer a decade of your Rosaries for Vocations into the Sacred Priesthood. Thank you.

FRIENDS OF UGANDA:  are having a coffee morning and sale on Tuesday 15th May. 10.00 – 13.30 in our parish centre. There is a lovely poster on the main notice board with further details. Also the annual AGM will be held on Sunday 13th May at 18.30 in the meeting room in the presbytery. A committee meeting will follow the AGM.

DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 2018 comes into force on 25th May. The Regulations control the storage of your personal details that the parish may have. Also the new Regulations control third person access to your personal details and any sharing of them. Therefore, can I make it very clear to all parishioners and beyond, that no information about any person will be (or has been under the current administration) given out from the parish office. This includes requests for telephone numbers or addresses. When parents complete a baptism form it is then shredded after the baptism is recorded in the parish baptism register. This applies to all the other Sacrament forms and also funerals forms - except marriages, where we have to keep all the details given to us by the bride and groom, in individual sealed envelopes. The blue license documents for weddings, which include personal details, are returned to the Chorley Registry Office by hand. The parish registers are locked up in a cupboard. Regulators and Data Protection Inspectors can and will come to any organisation on unannounced visits to check how the organisation is implementing the new Regulations. If any parishioner wishes to withdraw any information about them eg telephone number etc, please inform the parish office. Thank you. 
ARCHBISHOP’S VISIT His Grace will be at St Mary’s for the Leyland and Chorley Deaneries’ Holy Hour on Monday 14th May at 19.30. If anybody would like the Archbishop to pray for a certain intention, please put your petitions in a sealed envelope and mark Archbishop’s Holy Hour. I encourage everyone to attend the Holy Hour, as we prepare for the Eucharistic Congress and the Synod in 2020 (see below). We have much to pray for. Thank you.

Fri 7th – Sun 9th Sept. Adoremus National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress in Liverpool. The full details are on the notice board in the narthex. Plenty of room for the Saturday event: a stage led conference with Bishop Robert Barron at the Echo Arena, Liverpool (capacity 10,000). Separate Saturday youth event also. If you would like to go, please contact the parish office. Thank you. 
