ROSARY ON THE COAST – For Faith, Life and Peace in the British Isles.
This Sunday afternoon April 29th.  250 locations   Visit www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk for all the info you need, including locations, and prayers to print out for the event!  

Nearest locations (gather 2.30 pm for 3.00 pm):  Lytham by the Windmill Museum; Blackpool (onto the beach near the Comedy Carpet, between North and Central Piers);   St Joseph's Prayer Centre, Formby, L37 1PH;   Coast Guard Station, Crosby Beach, Blundellsands, Liverpool.
Like many bishops, Bishop John Keenan of Paisley diocese, Scotland has sent his message of support for the Rosary on the coast: "I want to commend to you a courageous initiative of the lay faithful across the British Isles which I am more than happy to support.  This big national event, which will happen on Sunday 29 April at 3.00 pm and involve Catholics all over England, Scotland and Wales, is called the Rosary on the Coast.  
It is an invitation to all of you to make your way to some part of the coast and pray a Rosary, imploring Our Lady to now arouse a great renewal of the Christian faith in our country, which will bring about an end to the scourge of abortion in our land and usher in a new era of peace for the people of our nations.  Hopefully all these Rosary sites will join up together and form a ring of grace around our coast for faith, life and peace that God will see from Heaven, as it were, and come down to bless forever."
Our poor country’s being tossed around in a dark and turbulent storm of aggressive secularism that’s threatening ever more the dignity of the human person, the sanctity of life, the joy of authentic relationships.  It wants to outlaw religion from public life and thinks it can solve all the serious problems of the world by ever more draconian political encroachments into ordinary people’s lives. All the while tensions are rising in our country, hope’s fading in Europe, there seems a new terror rising across the world. 

The poor world’s crying out for new solutions. And these will come only from a great renewal in the Church that’s strong again in faith. Our Gospel can dispel the present confusion and lead us into a welcome era of peace and light. 

God has shown us throughout the Bible how renewal is literally around the corner when nations confess their sins, ask His forgiveness and mercy, and trust in His supernatural power to make everything new. 

When our world has no wine, He invites us to turn to Mary, who draws down God’s great glory from heaven to earth. This is an invitation to the whole people of God…. to gather together as one and call down from heaven a rebirth of faith, of life and of peace. …may God bless this important venture and begin the conversion and  reconciliation of our Isles.”
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Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.  I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.   [John 15:1-8]

Sun 29th  
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (p.264)
Sat: 18.15       
Mass – Robert Harrison (A)
08.00
Mass – Marie Cannon RIP 
10.30            
Mass – Bernard and Leo Bray, Mary Coverdale RIP

12.30                  
Baptism – Oliver Shane Hodkinson

14.30                
Msza Święta po polsku (note the time change for this week)
Mon 30th        
St Pius V, Pope; St Erconwald of Barking, Abbot
08.40            
Morning Prayer
09.00               
Mass – Harold J. Farrington (LD)
Tues 1st May      St Joseph the Worker 
 
09.30 – 11.45   
Morning Prayer and Exposition
12.00             
Mass – Edith (A) and Francis Bleasdale

Wed 2nd
St Athanasius 
09.40          
Morning Prayer                                                                
09.00              
Mass – Dorothy Culshaw (LD)
Thurs 3rd
Ss Philip and James, Apostles
12.00       
Mass – Margaret and Mark Turner RIP
Fri 4th
Feast of the English Martyrs   First Friday; Litany after Mass
09.30 -11.45     
Morning Prayer and Exposition 
12.00                  
Mass – Philip & Alice Thompson, Frederick & Louisa Lathom
                           Emma and Alfred Rainford (F)

Sat 5th
St Asaph, Bishop 
11.00           
Confessions

12.00              
Mass – Margaret Prendergast (Sp. Int)
Sun 6th
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (p.266)
Sat: 18.15       
Mass –  Austin and Mary Massa (F)
08.00
Mass – Thomas and Catherine Redhead RIP
10.30            
Mass – Deceased clergy who celebrated Mass here at St Mary’s

Crowning of the Statue of Our Lady during Mass 

 Rosary weekdays after midday Mass 

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Christine Caunce, Michael Carter, Colin Clarke, Helen Collins, Michael Collins, Mary Critchley, Hughie Daly, Barbara Darbyshire, Joan Doran, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Grace (14), Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, Desmond Gorman, John Green, Martin Henry, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Lynda Keeley, Bernard Kenyon, Doreen Lang, Jane Lerondeau, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Nora O’Neill, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Dominic Simpson, Mgr. Jan Szponar, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Bridget Trimm, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall.
ANNIVERSARIES: Robert Harrison, Edith Bleasdale, Dcn Ron Strickland (Sacred Heart, Chorley) Mary Wallbank, Millie Gent, Florence Knowles, Christine Williams.
READERS:  April 28/29 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska, 08.00: John Gunn, 10.30: Hilary Carter. May 05/06 18.15: Stan Wilson, 08.00: Anthony Calderbank, 10.30: John Daniels
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS: Last weekend was £827 of which £427 was Gift Aided.   The Priests’ Training Fund (including donations for Simon Bristow) £474. This collection will remain open for a further two weeks. Next weekend we have the monthly collection for the Restoration Fund.
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD is celebrated on Thursday 10th May. Could I please remind you that this is a Holyday of Obligation. You are exempt if you are ill or housebound or you are looking after someone who is sick. Otherwise, as Roman Catholics, we are obliged to attend Mass on this important Feastday. Masses are available on Wednesday evening 9th May and on Ascension Thursday.
SAINTS OF THE WEEK:  Ss John Houghton, Robert Lawrence, & Augustine Webster (Carthusians), Richard Reynolds (Bridgettine),  and Blessed John Haile (diocesan), priests and martyrs: These were the first priests to be put to death (4th May 1535) by Henry VIII after his break from Rome. They were hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn, London. Whilst accepting his rule in temporal matters, they refused in conscience to swear the oath declaring him Supreme Head of the Church in England, which entailed repudiating the Pope as St Peter’s successor. The first three were arrested by Thomas Cromwell at the London Charterhouse. They were the Carthusian Priors of London, Beauvale (Notts) and Axholme (Lincs) respectively. Richard Reynolds was a saintly Bridgettine priest, chaplain to the nuns at Syon Abbey (Middlesex), while John Haile was simply the  parish priest of Isleworth. As they were dragged on hurdles from the Tower of London to execution, Thomas More, who had been in prison for a year already, was looking on with his daughter from his cell window. "Look, Meg," he said, "these blessed Fathers be now as cheerfully going to their deaths as bridegrooms to their marriage!"
FIRST HOLY COMMUNICANTS: Very soon, 36 young people will receive the most precious gift that we can have, Christ Himself in the Holy Eucharist. Please can I ask you to pray for the 2018 cohort and for their families. If you could include the children in your prayers, I would be grateful to you. Thank you.  There are beautiful First Holy Communion cards available.

ST ANNE’S GUILD: next bingo is on 1st May at 19.45 in the Parish Centre.
ALFIE EVANS: Please pray for little Alfie and his parents at Alder Hey Hospital. The hospital had looked after him well for 16 months. The doctors and the courts claim to be acting in Alfie’s best interests, but now they interpret that as meaning he would be better off dead. They were expecting him to die very soon after his ventilator was switched off at about 21.17 on 23rd April. How wrong they were! People around the world, including Pope Francis and many bishops, priests and religious – prayed, and so he has continued to breathe, though not without difficulty at times. This remarkable little boy is surrounded by prayers and love. God is showing the whole world that only He – the Lord our God, gives life and will call back each of us at His appointed time. “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away, blessed be the Name of the Lord.”  Furthermore, miracles do happen!  Doctors are not God. Wise medics realise this. 
The doctors and courts see little point in treating Alfie further. So they should respect the parents’ wishes and let him be taken to Rome or Munich, to see if any other specialists can do better. Maybe not, but they have fenced themselves into a corner, with the eyes of a dismayed and hostile world upon them. This usurpation of parents’ rights is giving both Alder Hey Hospital and our country a very bad name. The Medical Ethics Alliance (World Federation of Catholic Medical Associations)  issued a statement against this “medical tyranny.” See      http://www.fiamc.org/news/press-release-regarding-alfie-evans/
HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE: No parking near the substation area from 15.00 on 29th April to 4th May. Repair works are being done and a generator will be in place.
CHANGE OF DATE: The Chorley and Leyland Deanery’s Holy Hour with His Grace, our Archbishop will now take place on Monday 14th May at 19.30, here at St Mary’s. 
SONG AND DANCE FOR ROSEMERE: On Friday 11th May, commencing at 19.30 there will a fundraiser for Rosemere at our Parish Centre. Tickets are £6.00 including hot pot or butter pie. Music is provided by Sean Leonard and Lindsay Marie and there will be an opportunity for sing and dancing and also a giant tombola and raffle. Further information is available from Denis – 07759158744.
