CHORLEY AND PRESTON HOSPITALS: Please contact St Joseph's Chorley (262713) if any member of your family is admitted into Chorley Hospital and needs a visit. In urgent cases or emergency please ask the ward staff to call the duty Chaplain on his bleep/phone. For the chaplaincy service at Royal Preston Hospital please ring 01772 522435. For the chaplaincy service at Wigan Infirmary T. 01942 822324. 
THANK YOU TO THE PARENTS who are bringing their children to Holy Mass. It is truly good to see youngsters at Mass. You are giving your child the vital opportunity to form a relationship with God and to understand why Mass is so important in the Catholic Faith. Please continue and well-done boys and girls.

CHILDREN’S CELEBRATION MASS: On Sunday 21st April at 10.00 am, we would like to have a Mass celebrating the children of the parish and school. Please bring your children to this Mass and join in the thanksgiving to God of a precious little one who is your daughter or son or a child who you care for – whatever their age.
UPDATE ON DRY ROT WORK. We have received the plans to replace the plaster and wood in the effected areas. The inner work in the church will cost £20,000 and the roof work will cost several thousands more. We are advised by the surveyor’s department that the cost will be close to £30,000. Therefore, will have to spend all the monies we received during the COVID period on paying these bills and all the monies received from the church restoration fund. Your Gift Aid donations are crucial to us in paying for huge bills like this one and the recent painting in the font area, in October last year. 
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If anyone would like to consider donations through the Gift Aid scheme, please contact the parish office or Margaret Evans. The scheme is very easy – you put your monthly donations in an envelope that we provide for you with your unique number on the envelope. The amount of money that you donate must be paid by you in your taxes per tax year. For every £1.00 you donate we can claim 0.25p from HMRC. This helps the parish finances enormously. The envelopes are per month, so you can simply gather your donations and put them in the monthly envelope and pop them in the collection basket. Thank you for helping us to keep this beautiful Grade II Listed Building in its splendid beauty.
GIFT AID ENVELOPES are now ready to collect from the parish office. PLEASE do not take anyone else’s number. Thank you.
BAPTISMS OF CHILDREN: Please see either Deacon Norman or Fr Marsden after a weekend Mass in order to obtain an Application Form. Once that is completed and handed back in, we can try to arrange a suitable date. 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis  
Deacon Norman Arrowsmith
Tel: 01257 262537
E-mail: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk

Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org
Parish Office: Tues - Fri   10.30-13.00. 14.00–17.00
Parish Centre: 270122 or 07377 341969 (Manager – Heather Cheyne)
ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL Registered Charity No. 1199714
St Mary’s Catholic Church, Chorley
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
7th APRIL 2024  
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In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ After saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus worked, and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name.   John 20:19-31
Sat 6th 
EASTER SATURDAY 
16.15-16.45   
Confessions
17.00             
Mass – Lauren Owen (A)

Sun 7th 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY (EASTER II)  Mass book p. 255)
10.00
Mass – Françoise Archer (A)

11.00           
Baptism – Charlie Holmes                             
15.00
Divine Mercy Service, Chaplet, Rosary and Confessions at
         
Sacred Heart Church, Chorley, followed by Mass
Mon 8th   
SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 
10.15            
Requiem – Helen Hindle 
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Tues 9th       

12.00
Mass – Winston Donalds (A)
Wed 10th  

09.00           
Mass – Canon Richard Firth (A)           
Thurs 11th
St Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr 
12.00            
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion
12.00
Funeral of Fr Barry McAllister at St John’s Wigan 

Fri 12th         
 
12.00           
Mass – Olena Kovalenko RIP
Sat 13th
Bl. Miles Gerard of Ince, Wigan. 
16.15-16.45   
Confessions
17.00             
Mass – In gratitude/thanksgiving 
Sun 14th
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  (Mass book p. 258)
10.00
Mass – Parishioners
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND THE HOUSEBOUND: Emily Atkins, Patrick and Maureen Bolger, Dorothy Burgoyne, Michael Collins, Kathleen Coyle, Colette Ellis, Jane Gilbertson, Rosemary Hough, Jacob Hughes, Winter Heenan, Archbishop Emeritus Patrick Kelly, Mary Langton, Theresa Martin, Fr Laurence Mayne, Debbie MacFarlane, Molly Redhead, Denis Smith, Joan Smith, Alan Taylor, Stella Vigar, Mike White, and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, and Gillibrand Hall.    Please inform the parish office if you would like to have your name removed from the above sick list. Thank you.
READERS: Divine Mercy Sunday; Sat: 17.00 Eileen McCarrick. Sun: 10.00 Simon Eccles. 13th Sat: 17.00 Gillian Sharples. 14th Sun: 10.00 Simon Eccles.
ANNIVERSARIES: Canon Richard Firth (2017), Leokadia Gray–Grzeczynska, Carl Andrew Spear, Mary Ann lamb, Michał Hinawski, Louis Fong.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CHILDREN: Parents and children are reminded that it is a necessity for Catholics to attend Holy Mass each weekend at any Catholic Church of your choice. Please ask the Priest or Deacon to sign the attendance card. If your child is ill or you must work and there is nobody available (relative or friend) to bring your child to Mass, then you are excused. Football, sports, parties or shopping will not be accepted as an excuse. Attendance cards will be looked at after Easter for each Yr 4 child and the children in other communities who are joining us for this special day.                       
LATELY DECEASED: Fr John Johnson (85), the son of Thomas and Mary Johnson, was born in Wigan on 6th September 1938. He was educated at St Joseph’s School, Wigan, until the age of 15, when he left to become apprenticed as a butcher at Smales’ in Wigan market. When he was 21, he then went to Campion House, Osterley, for two years, before entering Upholland College in 1961 to begin his formation for the priesthood. He was ordained priest on 20 May 1967 by Archbishop Hyginus Cardinale, the Apostolic Delegate, at the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, Liverpool, a few days after its solemn consecration. Following ordination, Fr Johnson served as assistant priest in several parishes across the archdiocese: St Agnes, Huyton (1967-74); Holy Ghost, Ford (1974-78); and St Oswald, Ashton-in-Makerfield (1978-86). In March 1986, he took up his first appointment as parish priest, moving to the parish of St William, Ince, where he spent five happy years ministering with great dedication and sensitivity to the faithful entrusted to his care. He brought that same dedication to his most significant parish appointment, when he returned to his native town in September 1991 to become parish priest of St Mary, Wigan. Between 2000 and 2017, he also had the pastoral care of the adjacent parish of St John, Wigan. For more than 30 years he provided devoted care to his parishioners, and to the countless others who came to his town-centre parish for Mass and confession. He was noted for his great devotedness to Our Blessed Lady, leading parish pilgrimages to Walsingham and promoting the Rosa Mystica devotion. Requiem Mass: Friday 19 April 12.30 at St Mary’s Church, Standishgate, Wigan, WN1 1XL Burial will follow at Gidlow Cemetery at 14.00  May he rest in peace.
Mgr George Hay (93) priest of Plymouth diocese, retired at Newton Abbot, died on Easter Monday. He was Rector of the Venerable English College Rome (1978-84) while Fr Marsden was a student. Fr George served faithfully as a priest during his 65 years of ministry, both in the Diocese and in Rome. To priests he was a father-figure and a really positive example of priestly life. He loved the Lord, loved serving the people, and he had a deep affection for clergy. He will be greatly missed.
BISHOP HRYHORIY KOMAR would like to sincerely thank everyone who sent him Easter wishes and for your generosity. He has returned home and back to his duties. From this parish, and Anderton and Withnell, we managed to give him £2,900 for the diocese of Drohobych and its support of refugees from the dreadful war inflicted upon the Ukrainian people. Please continue to pray for the freedom of Ukraine from the evil invasion forged by those in the Moscow Kremlin. 
APPEAL NEXT WEEKEND: The Congregation of the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary will be visiting us next weekend, 13th – 14th April. The Sisters are asking for your financial help to enable them to continue their work in looking after the poor and those who depend on them. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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SATURDAY 13th APRIL is the Memorial of Blessed Miles Gerard of Ince, Wigan. Priest, martyr; alias William Richardson; b. 1550, Ince, near Wigan, Lancashire, England; hanged, drawn, and quartered at Rochester, April 13 or 30, 1590. Before beginning his seminary studies at Douai, then Rheims, Gerard was tutor to the children of Sir Edward Tyldesley, at Morleys Hall, Astley, Lancashire. He was ordained at Rheims, April 7, 1583, then was a professor at the English College there for several years. On Aug. 31, 1589 (O.S.), he started for England with five companions. When the sailors at Dunkirk refused to take more than two passengers, the priests flipped a coin. Gerard and Bl. Francis Dickenson won passage. Upon landing at Dover (November 24,), they were arrested. At first, they hid their true identities. After confessing that they were Catholic priests, they were brutally tortured and condemned as traitors in London. Jesuit Father John Curry wrote shortly after their execution that they "gave a splendid testimony to the Catholic Faith." Gerard and Dickenson were beatified by Pope Pius XI on Dec.15, 1929. Ora pro nobis.
