CHORLEY HOSPITAL: Please contact St Joseph’s, Harper’s Lane (262713) if you are scheduled for an operation and would like to receive the Sacraments while in hospital. In an emergency, the ward staff will bleep the on-call priest via switchboard.
ST ANNE’S GUILD: next meets on 21th February. Bingo at 19.45 in the parish centre.
FRIDAY FILM SESSIONS:. We next meet on Friday 24th at 14.00 for the film The Wonderful Story of St Josephine Bakhita, from slave to saint. Everyone welcome. 
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(Lev 24.29-20)



BAPTISMS:  In order to arrange a baptism, please see Fr Marsden or Deacon Norman after one of the weekend Masses to obtain a baptism application form. We can then see whether a Baptism Preparation Course is necessary  If you live outside the parish boundaries, you will need to obtain permission from your own parish priest first.  
The RECONSECRATION OF ENGLAND AND WALES TO OUR LADY OF FATIMA: took place yesterday in Westminster Cathedral, performed by Cardinal Vincent Nichols, with the crowning of the pilgrim statue of Our Lady. This is a renewal of the consecration made in 1948 at Walsingham. The prayer is to ask Our Lady’s help against the secularization of society and the creeping denial of God in public life. This year marks the centenary of the 1917 Fatima apparitions, when Our Lady appeared to three young shepherd children, Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta. She asked for prayer, especially the Rosary, penance and the consecration of Russia to her Immaculate Heart. She prophesied the end of World War I, the rise of communism, but the start of an even worse war if people refused to repent. She showed the children a vision of Hell, and begged for prayers for poor sinners. She spoke of the Church being persecuted in many countries, and the Holy Father having much to suffer.  The third secret was finally revealed only in 2000. 
You will see the statue of Our Lady of Fatima at the front of the church with the Litany and prayer of consecration.
Fr Francis Marsden   01257 262537

and Deacon Norman Arrowsmith   
 E-mail address: stmaryschorley@yahoo.co.uk 
Parish website: www.stmarys-chorley.org 
Office hours Tuesday - Friday 9.00-13.00 (except Mass), 14.00-16.00

Parish Centre: 270122 or 07971025 985 (Manager – Heather Roscoe)
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SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) 
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Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. But I say this to you: offer the wicked man no resistance. On the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, offer him the other as well; if a man takes you to law and would have your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone orders you to go one mile, go two miles with him. 
Give to anyone who asks, and if anyone wants to borrow, do not turn away. ‘You have learnt how it was said: You must love your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I say this to you: love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you; in this way you will be sons of your Father in heaven, for he causes his sun to rise on bad men as well as good, and his rain to fall on honest and dishonest men alike. 
For if you love those who love you, what right have you to claim any credit? Even the tax collectors do as much, do they not? And if you save your greetings for your brothers, are you doing anything exceptional? Even the pagans do as much, do they not? You must therefore be perfect just as your heavenly Father is perfect.’
Sun 19th Feb 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (Mass book p.139) 
Sat. 18.15        
Mass – John Brennan (LD)
08.00            
Mass – Agnes and Harold (A) Riley

10.30
Mass – Parishioners
14.00    
Msza Święta po polsku

Mon 20th

09.00           
Mass – Daphne Smith and Family
Tues 21th
St Peter Damian, St Robert Southwell
 
12.00            
Funeral Mass – Mary Anne McDermott
Wed 22nd 
The See of St Peter the Apostle
09.00                   Mass – Kenneth Proudfoot (A)
Thurs 23rd
St Polycarp, St Milburga of Much Wenlock
12.00              
Mass – John Paul Joyce (A)
Fri 24th        
St Ethelbert, King of Kent 
12.00 
Mass – Lawrence Kedward (A)
Sat 25th          

11.00–11.45
Confessions
12.00          
Mass – John and Florence (A) Akers
Sun 26th     
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (Mass book p.142)
Sat 18.15       
Mass – Norah Carter (A)
08.00              
Mass – Parishioners
10.30            
Mass – George and Mary (A) Ormerod
11.45 – 12.45      Yr 4 Catechesis in the parish centre (Sacramental Programme)

  Rosary on Tues, Thurs and Sat after Mass

Please pray for the sick and the housebound: Lelia Addy, Roland Anderton, Emily Atkins, Emma Beatty, Pauline Bennett, Margaret Bower, Brigid Cain, Michael Carter, John Cheyne, Colin Clarke, Michael Collins, Jill Connor, Melville Coombes, Hughie Daly, John Daniels, Joan Doran, Kathleen Durkin, Sr Frances, Sr Paschal, Mavis Entwistle, Yvonne Finlayson, Mildred Gilhooley, John Green, Ryan Hamer, Martin Henry, Fr Bernard Higham, Simon Holcroft, John Johnson, Joan Jones, Leslie Knowles, Doreen Lang, Julie Lowe, Richard Lowe, Tusia Lynch, Debbie MacFarlane, Kevin McCarrick, Frances McHale, Kathleen Mitchell, Veronica Mobbs, Lawrence Moore, Catherine O’Donoghue, Anthony O’Malia, Kathleen Reynolds, Margaret Rice, Canon Bert Shaw, Maureen Taylor, Paul Tiffin, Terry Tingey, Muriel Wilson, Frank Waring, Marie Worden, Agnes Young and parishioners in The Adelphi, The Gables, Westwood, Gillibrand Hall etc.   
LATELY DEAD: Canon Gerry Wharton; Fr Kevin Snape (funeral at St Marie’s Standish, 11 am Monday 20th; Canon Harry Jones (ex Parish priest St Mary’s Horwich). Mary Ann McDermott (77) died 12th February at Chorley Hospital. Requiem Mass on Tuesday 21st February at 12.00 noon. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Francis Calderbank, Harold Riley, Kenneth Proudfoot, John Paul Joyce, Lawrence Kedward, Norah Carter, Florence Akers, Mary Ormerod.
READERS: 19/20 Feb: 18.15: Gillian Sharples , 08.00: Molly Stazicker , 10.30: Robert Barnes. 25/26 Feb: 18.15: Kinga Grzeczynska,  08.00: Margaret Arrowsmith, 10.30: John Daniels.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION last week was £816 of which £513 was Gift Aided. Thank you very much for your generosity. The collection for the Restoration Fund also raised £360, which is very necessary at the moment given the extra repair costs for dry rot, which we had not anticipated. 
UPDATE ON REPAIR WORK ON CHURCH: The structural engineer inspected the roof-supporting wooden trusses affected by the dry rot last Tuesday. We are now waiting for his report and his drawings for the reinforcing of one horizontal timber balk with metal plates, and it’s rebedding in the wall. All the trusses need more injections to prevent the dry rot spreading. New wooden rails and frames to replace those rotten and removed are being fabricated and should be ready late next week. They need treating with fungicide, painting and installing. 

Peter Cox Ltd made an official complaint to us that one morning last week a female parishioner drove up, got out of her car, started complaining and verbally abusing the workmen who were doing the plastering. Permission had been given for the plasterers to carry on working quietly during Mass, because the plaster, once mixed, needs to be applied as quickly as possible. Mr Russell and his sons, the three plasterers, work hard, are very polite, and don’t deserve this sort of treatment. Such behaviour is not acceptable and gives the parish a bad name.
CANON RICHARD FIRTH (98) is recovering well. Please remember Fr Firth in your prayers. For anyone who wishes to send ‘a get well card’ to cheer him up, the address is: Nazareth House, Malahide Rd, Grace Park, Dublin, 3, Ireland.
GIFT AID please remember that the Gift Aid scheme helps the parish considerably. For every pound you give, on which you have already paid income tax, we can claim an extra 25p.  If you pay tax, please pick up the salmon coloured form in the Resource Area and fill it in and pop it through the presbytery door. It will not cost you any more money in donations but will be a great help to the parish. If you go to another church and put your envelope in the collection, that parish will return it to us. Thank you. 

You can also use St Mary’s envelopes even if you don’t gift aid. Then, if you attend another local church on a particular Sunday, the monies will be returned to us.

Also, please remember St Mary’s Parish in your will. You can always attach a codicil to a will already made, bequeathing the parish a definite sum, valid so long as it has your signature and that of two witnesses. 

NEW CHOIR AT ST MARY’S; we aim to assemble a youth choir at St Mary’s with youngsters involved and a new choir leader. Any person who is interested in joining the choir, please let me know. All ages welcome. Please note that all members of the choir (except under-18’s) have to agree to be DBS checked. This is non-negotiable.

LIST OF THE CURRENT SEMINARIANS from the Archdiocese of Liverpool. 

Thomas Clarke,      Peter Murphy,      Joshua Dixon,   J. P. Champion-Williams,  

Rev Michael Barret,   Philip Carr,   Anthony Kelly,   Carl Mugan.

Please remember these men in your prayers. Perhaps during Lent you could say a decade of the rosary for them each day.

LENT 2017 is fast approaching. Ash Wednesday is on March 1st. Ashes will be distributed at all Masses.  Each Friday at 19.15, we will have Evening Prayer followed by Stations of the Cross.  Each Sunday at 16.00, there will be a Holy Hour, with Evening Prayer at 16.30 and Benediction at 16.45. On Wednesday 12th April we will travel to the Cathedral in Liverpool for the Chrism Mass, cost will be £10.00. If you have never been to the Chrism Mass, I encourage you to go. It is a splendid occasion and His Grace gives a very special address to his Priests and to the congregation. I also encourage families to come with us and pray together as a family in the Great Holy Week and also to hear the splendor of the choir and the famous Cathedral organ, especially in this Jubilee Year. Please complete the list to book a place on the coach and pay your fees to the parish office at the time of booking. Under 16s travel free.
RESTORATION FUND: Please kindly support the Coffee Morning for the Restoration Fund which is taking place on Tuesday 28th March in the Parish Centre at 10.00 – 13.00. To help to make this event successful, we would really welcome prizes for the Tombola or Raffle, which you can deposit at the parish office. Thank you.

PANTASAPH 2017: There are some very interesting Retreat Days at Pantasaph this year. All the information can be found in their booklets in the resource area. 
